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so much of the act of 31st August, 1842, as au- | 


izes the second regiment of dragoons to be |) 
mt into a rifle corps; which was read, and | 
ordered to a second reading. o 
Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Mier 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Henry M. 
Crager and William Dupeyster; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. ARCHER gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to change | 
the time of holding the circuit courtin the western 
district of Virginia. 

CONSULAR ESTABLISHMENT. 


The resolution heretofore introduced by Mr. 
SumpLe was taken up and read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- || 
yested to cause to be communicated to the Senate— _ 
]. Alist of all the consuls, vice-consuls, and commercial 
nts, now in the service of the United States, together | 
with the country and particular port or place at which they 
reside. : a 
9, Whether all the consuls, vice-consuls, and commercial || 
nts aforesaid have made regular returns of the fees and 
perquisites which they bave received, and of the tonnage | 
and commerce of the United States within their respective | 
consulates or agencies, according to the instructions of the 
Secretary of State. 
3. The amount of fees and perquisites which such con- | 








suls, vice-consuls, and commercial agents have received || 
during the years 1842 and 1843, as far as returns have been | 
eived. 
es The number of vessels and the amount of tonnage of || 
the United States which entered and cleared within each | 
of the consulates and agencies aforesaid, during the year | 
1842 and the year 1843, as faras returns have been received. 
And also the number of seamen belonging to the United || 
States that have been provided for and sent home from each | 
of the said consulates during the time aforesaid. 


jaid on the table, at his suggestion, with a view | 
to ascertain whether it was broad enough to cover | 
a call for information of the amounts paid by con- | 
suls abroad for the relief of destitute seamen. 

He had examined the resolution, and had come || 
to the conclusion that his object will be as well | 
attained in another form, as by an amendment to | 
it, He knew that the expense of transporting || 
seamen from abroad, who were in a destitute || 
condition, was very considerable. His object in || 
making the call he suggested, was to ascertain, || 
from the accounts of moneys paid by the consuls | 
for that object, what further legislation was re- | 
quired to produce economy in that branch of ex- | 
penditure, and to give greater relief, if necessary, | 
to destitute seamen. || 

Mr. FOSTER said he had an amendment to || 
make, which was to extend the inquiry in the | 
resolution, 8o as to ascertain how many consuls | 
arein the service, who are not citizens of the | 
United States, and the place of their respective | 
residences, 

Mr. F. proposed an amendment in accordance 
with this suggestion, which was accepted by Mr. 
Sempre; and the resolution, as thus modified, 
was adopted. 


FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore announced the | 
general orders; the first bill on which was that to || 
grant a quantity of land to aid in the improve- | 
ment of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and to | 
connect the same by a canal, in the Territory of | 
Wisconsin. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he had, since yesterday, | 
prepared his amendmertits so as to meet the views || 
expressed by the Senator from Alabama. He 

n moved so to amend the first section as to || 
have the lands reserved from sale, instead of ap- 
propriating them now. 

e moved also to strike from the fitst section 
of the bill (including the amendments heretofore | 
on the suggestion of Mr. Waker, pro- 


| 


| 
} 


| 





viding that the improvements shall be kept in re- 
pair by Wisconsin when it becomesa State, which 
shall impose no greater toll than is necessary to 
keep the same in repair) the following: | 
The said rivers, when improved, and the said canal, 
when complettd, shall be and forever remain a public high- 
Way for the use of the Government of the United States, 


13 


| They wanted them to be sold. 
|| whether it would not be better to leave the sec- 


\| posing to reserve the lands from sale, so as to 


| country demanded it, but the interests of the 


|| vote against his amendments. 


Michigan, [Mr. 
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free from any toll or other charge whatever, for any prop- | 
erty of the United States, or persons in their service, pass- | 


|| ing upon the same. 


Also, to strike out the following: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the topographical | 
engineers, under the control and direction of the Secretary 
of War, shall cause the said improvement and canal to be 
constructed in such manner, and upon such plans and esti- 
mates, as shall have been previously prepared and submit- 


| ted to the said Secretary, and approved by him: Provided, | 
| The entire cost to the United States of the said work shall 


not exceed the value of said lands hereby granted. 


Mr. TALLMADGE said, if the object of the | 


Senator’s amendment was to reserve the alternate | 


sections from sale, he would only say that thase || 
'| who were the special friends of the work did not 


desire that the lands should be reserved from sale. 
He suggested 


| tion as it was—that is, to appropriate the lands, 


instead of reserving them. If it was the wish of 
the Senator to reserve from sale these alternate 


| sections belonging to the Government, he had no 


objection. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE suggested that all the | 
amendments intended should be proposed before 
any of them were adopted. 

Mr. TAPPAN withdrew the amendment pro- 


leave the word *‘appropriated’’ in the section. | 
Mr. TALLMADGE aaid he should then have 


no objection to the amendments of the Senator || 


from Ohio in that shape, though, at the same | 


| time, he must say that he preferred that the third | 


section should be left in. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE (one of the members of 


| the committee who had charge of the bill) said he 


Mr. HUNTINGTON said the resolution was || 


had assented to it as it was drawn up. He pre- 


ferred that the land should be at once appropri- || 


ated and sold, and the work commenced. He be- 
lieved not only the interests of that section of the | 


whole Union. He maintained that, instead of this | 


grant of land being a loss to the Government, it || 


would be a gain to it. It would enhance the price | 


of those lands contiguous, and secure their set- || 


tlement. He spoke at some length of the bene- 
ficial effects of other grants which had been made 


for like purposes, and concluded by expressing a || 
wish that the bill would be permitted to pass as || 


ae. 

he question was put on the amendments; and | 

it was found that no quorum had voted. 
Mr. TAPPAN then stated the effect of the 





making of the canal for the present, and until the 
State of Wisconsin was enabled to prosecute the 


amendments he proprosed. It was to suspend the || 


tions belonging to the Government, which would 
be reserved, would sell for as much as the whole | 
of the land would, if it was sold now. He sup- | 

osed.that, if Senators were satisfied from what 

e had heretofore said on this subject, that the 
best and most economical mode of executing the 
work would be by the State of Wisconsin, they 
would vote for his amendments; but if they were 
of the opinion that it would be better to employ 
the United States board of topographical engi- 
neers, and prosecute the work now, they would 


Mr. TALLMADGE said he agreed with the 


views expressed b 
Masked and would prefer 
to have the third section retained, if it met the 
views of the honorable Senators. He believed it 
was better, as soon as the money was received, 
to have it applied in the manner mentioned. But, | 
to accommodate te bill to the views of other gen- 
tlemen, he preferred rather to yield the third sec- 
tion than to have a difference of opinion. He 
thought it the best policy, under the eircum- | 
stances, to take the bill in that shape; though he | 
believed that, as it was reported, it was the most | 
proper one. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE said that, on the score of | 
expense, he accorded with the views expressed 


the honorable Senator from || 


O 
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| by the Senator from Onio, [Mr. Tarran.}] He 
believed that to have those works constructed 
| underthe superintendence of the General Govern- 
| ment, was the most expensive mode. But he 
| found by looking at the bill, that the expense was 
| limited to the means arising from the lands to be 


| sold. Whether those lands will be sufficient, 


there may be some doubt. As to the manner in 
which the work would be executed, he believed 
| that the gentlemen of the topographical board who 


|| would be placed in charge of the work (if execu- 


| ted by the General Government) were too much 
| devoted to their own reputation as scientific men 
| not to have the work well done, though it might 
| not be acceptably done. There was no country 
| on earth which could boast of men more scientific 


|| than could be found in that corps. If there should 


| be any error at all, it would be that they were too 
regardless of expense. But, as it was a national 
work which was proposed to be constructed, to 
subserve the great purposes already alluded to in 
debate,the expense attending its construction now 
should not cause a delay in the prosecution of the 
work, especially as the General Government de- 
| frays no partofit. Butyas his friend, the Sena- 
| tor from New York, wasWilling to accept the bill 
| as proposed to be amended, he would withdraw 


|| any objection. 


Phe question was then puton the amendments; 

| and they were agreed to. 
Mr. KING said, if the object of his friend from 
Ohio was to reserve the land from sale, it would 
not be accomplished by the billas amended. He 


|, understood that that Senator’s object was to re- 
|| serve from sale the alternate sections on the line 


of the canal, two miles broad, so that they should 
not be brought into market until the Tersitory 
was admitied as a State into the Union—the 
lands then to be disposed of, and applied to that 
object. The bill, as it stood then, would not 


| accomplish his object, for the lands would atill 


be sold. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore said the ques- 
tion had not yet been taken on striking out the 
third section, . 

Mr. KING said he was not aware of that. 

The question was then put; and the third sec- 
tion was stricken out, 

Mr. KING continued his remarks on the ad- 
vaniages of withholding the lands from sale antil 


| the lands contiguous thereto were settled. 


Mr. TAPPAN saw no great advantage that 
| could result by withholding the lands from sale, 


| when the price at which they may be sold is 
| fixed. 


|| Mr. SEVIER made some remark not distinetly 
work herself with the means which the sale of || 


those alternate sections will afford to her, which || 
|| he conceived would be ample. The alternate sec- 


heard. 

Mr. TALLMADGE saw no advantage in hold- 
| ing the lands up from sale. The price was fixed; 
| and if the purchasers were ready to take them 
| now, at that price, the Government can receive 

the money and part with that belonging to it, for 
| whatever purpose it pleased. He thought the 
| section was better as it stood. 

Mr. KING said if the lands were sold under 
this bill, there was nothing in it, from the begir- 
ning to the end, which would prevent the com- 
mencing of the work to-morrow, under the super- 
| intendence of the Government of the United 
States—that is, to prosecute it while Wisconsin 
| remained a Territory. He understood that it 
| was the wish of the honorable Senator from Ohio 
to prevent the prosecution of this work until 
| Wisconsin became a State. There was no re- 
| striction to prevent the application of the money 

to the work. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said that the third sec- 
tion, which was stricken out, was the one which 
directed the Government to go on and make the 
improvement. 

r. KING said that section made it impera- 
| tive for the Government to prosecute the work; 
| but the bill, as it then stood, left it discretionary 
| with the Government officers to do so. There 
| was no restriction in it whatever, and they could 
| commence the work as soon as any of the lands 
were sold. 
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The PRESIDENT made some remark not dis- 
tinetly heard. 

Me. TALLMADGE said he was desirous that 
the landa might be sold. The objection of the 
Senator from Olio was as to the application of 
the fund, and not the sale of the lands. ‘The 
proceeds of the lands can be received by the Gov- 
ernment, and held im trust until the Territory shall 
become a State. 

Mr. HAY WOOD said he made no apology to 
the Senate for what litle time he should consume 
in expressing his views on a bill of so much im- 
portance as this. He considered it, indeed, time 
spent in the discharge of a duty, and no such apol- 
ogy was ever due to or from Senators, He was 
against this whole bill; and should move, before 
taking his seat, to postpone it indefinitely; and 
on that motion he would call for the yeas and 
nays. He wanted to find out what had become 
of those eloquent advocates of the land distribu- 
tion act, (amongst whom he saw some advocates 
for this bill.) He wanted to know whether they 
could, after persuading and convincing so many 
of the people of North Carolina that those lands 
belonged to all the States, still sit by and avail 
themselves of the suspension of that act asa fit 
opportunity to give away the public domain by 
millions and half millions,and no voice be raised 
against it. 

Gentlemen sat there silent, or discussed, or rath- 
ev talked about disposing of five hundred thousand 
acres of the public land,gs iit were a small plan- 
tation. He referred Seiators to the bill. 
was it? It was a proposition to appropriate— 





‘| not precede it. 
|| them sell the land and raise the money before it | 


What | 


God knew to whom—for ree en ae of the con- | 


struction of acanal—what? Notthe alternate sec- 
tions of land which that canal was to go through; 
not that which would be improved by a little piece 
of canal, which, it was said, was so easy of ac- 
complishment; but it was a proposition to give al- 
ternate sections—two sections deep—from where? 
From one end of the canal to the other? No. Nor 


was it half of the land which was to be improved; | 


butalternate seclions from the mouth of each river 
to the point at which the canal was to join the two! 
Did gentlemen know how much thatwas? Those 


who were in favor of ceding the public domain | 


to the States and Territories where it was located 
were consistently prepared to vote at all times 
blindfold for such cessions of any part of the 
public domain. Was it to be so with those who 
did not concur in that doctrine. 

He distinctly challenged the Senators who had 

ssed the distribution bill—who had so strongly 
inculeated the doctrine that the public lands were 
the property of all the States—to come forward 


and defeat tnis bill, or else to retract their past | 


declarations, and repeal their past legislation. 
By name, this was a bill to cuta canal; but it 


was, in reality, a cession, covertly made,and one | 


of the most ingenious modes of ** whipping the | 


devil around the stump”’ he had ever witnessed. 
That was the true character of this bill, if it were 


(as was insisted upon) regarded as a bare appro- | 


»riation now, to be expended frreafter. He next 


insisted that this bill was, for another reason, | 


erroneous in principle; which, as a Senator, he 
had no rightto pass. The powerto do it was not 
denied; but the right or propriety, under the Con- 
stitution, of Congress appropriating lands or 
money to an improvement in the Territory before 
they had inquired into, and determined upon the 
improvement and its execution, he earnestly 
questioned. Such appropriations were unwise 
andcontrary to right. First convince the Senate 
that the work ought to be done, and how, and 
then let the Senate pronounce in favor of its ex- 
eeution. After it, and not before, appropriate 
the money or land to pay for it. He thought it 
was unwise to bind the hands of those to come 
after the present Senate. If we are not ready to 
assume the responsibility of ordering the work 
done, we have no right to appropriate the means. 


|, Haywoop]} would prove to be no obstacles atall. 
| He had ‘ne desire to enter into a discussion on 


a 





by Congress; and let the appropriation follow, 
And when they do the work, let 





| is anpropriated, i| 
He had another objection to this bill. He did i the part of the Government, and that we Were 


| he could not guess. 


| cut a canal in Wisconsin, from Milwaukee to 


not know how much land it proposed to give— 
p He could not sit down and 
find it for himself; for he did not know how long 
this river was. He did not know whether the 
bill proposed to cede five hundred thousand acres 
or five millions; but he knew this—that if he 
should vote to pass that bill, he should vote to | 
part with a large amount of territory; and he | 
would be unable to tell with certainty whether he | 
parted with it to the Territory of Wisconsin, or to | 
a Navigation company; as a would proceed to || 
show. It would be borne in mind that when this || 
bill was first read, it had attracted his attention, 
and he asked for time to look into it. Having | 
done so, he felt bound to give the result of that 
investigation to the Senate. 
| 
| 


| 


| 


By an act passed in 1837-38, Congress had 
granted five hundred thousand acres of land to 


tock river. This was to be accomplished by the | 
aid of a navigation company, whose charter by | 
the Territory had been confirmed by Congress. | 
On reading that charter, it would be seen that the | 
corporation had power to locate and construct a | 
canal from Milwaukee to Rock river; but the 

had power, too, to *‘ locate and constructa brasidh 
canal to Fox river,’’ &c. Now, he did not feel | 
sure but an appropriation under this act, for the 
‘*purpose of constructing this canal to Fox 
river,’’ would be taken and construed to be an 
appropriation for the benefit of this branch canal. 
He rather thought it would be. If so intended, | 
it should be disclosed plainly. If not, (and he | 
presumed the Senate did not mean it,) then there 
was much doubt whether it was not, in truth and | 
fact, done by this bill. 
bill would operate as a donation to the naviga- | 
tion company. 
no other, he would vote for the indefinite post~| 
ponement of this bill. 

Granting that this canal was a necessary and | 
proper work in Wisconsin, he preferred to post- | 
pone its execution until the lands were sold and | 
the money collected. If the money was to be 
appropriated, he was in favor of gathering it 
first, and appropriating it afierwards; and he 
thought it the best policy, in works of internal 
improvement, to get the money before spending it. 
He thought, at this late day, the General Gov- 
ernment should not begin the policy of executing | 
internal improvements first, and raising the money 
afterwards, in the face of the disastrous experi- 
ence of the States. 

After some remarks upon the shape of the bill, 
insisting it was not calculated to carry out the 
v'ishes of those who were adverse to it in its ori- 
ginal shape, Mr. H. concluded with a motion to 
postpone it indefinitely. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said, that if there was any 
thing necessary to enable Senators to vote more | 
understandingly on this bill, he would have no | 
objection to the proposed postponement; partic- | 
ularly as he was satisfied that the obstacles thrown 
out by the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 





| this subject. It was one with which every mem- 


| verted, 


and especially its supplies in times of peace. The 


Such a course is not to be defended upon any just | 


views of constitutional propriety, by reason of 
the jurisdiction of Congress over the Territories. 
Such a course is but an indirect, and, therefore, 
more indefensible, method of ceding away the pub- 


lie domain against the rights of the other States, | 


contrary to the act of distribution, and in viola- 
tion Of the position assumed by Senators who 
passed that law. 
improve Wisconsin Ly cutting a canal, let the 
improvement be first planned and then approved 


lf Senators propose a work to | 


improvements of this description, would readily 


| ber was familiar; and every one who had paid at- 


tentior to this grant of lands would see that it 
was no burden on the Government at all; on the | 
contrary, its object was one of good policy. But | 
now the Senator from North Carolina would have | 
the whole policy of Congress reversed and sub- 


The great and national object of it was to pro- 
vide a highway for this Government, by which 
it could transport its troops and munitions of war, 


War Department had reported to the Senate the 
great object of this work. The benefits which the 
Government would derive in a time of war from 


be conceived. Had the canals of New York been 
made during the last war, the whole expense of | 
construction would have been saved to the Gov- 
ernment in the operations of a single campaign. | 
An improvement of this kind was not to* be | 
estimated by the expense; for the expense was a | 
mere nothing in comparison with the advantages 


In that view of it, the || 


For that reason alone, if be had || 
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ernment. 


| on the word ‘grant’ or * appropriate. 
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which the Government would derive from it. In 
this operation there was no expense to the Qoy. 


Should we be told that there was no power op 


taking away this common fund from other po 
tions of the Union, when we were appropriat 
it for great national purposes, and in a Territory 
of which the Government was the guardian? Sut 
the gentleman told us we had no power to make 
this appropriation; and had criticised the wor 
‘‘grant.’? He admitted that in this techinical dig. 


r- 


ing 
5 


| culty there was some foundation for criticisy 
| but it had been changed to the word ** appropri. 
ate.’’ Had not the Government a right to appro. 


riate? What had it done for States and other 
erritories? Could not as much be done for, 


Territory as for a State? 


Five hundred thousand acres of land were grant. 
ed to each State—the same amount of land was 
granted to each Territory when it became a State 
in order to put it on an equality with the rest of 
the States. This was a technical grant. It was 
the language on the statute-book; and there jt 
stood now. Had Congress not a right to set 
apart these lands, and say they should be gold 
hereafter? If it had a right to appropriate in tha 
way, it had a right to appropriate these lands, 
and on the sale of them to receive the proceeds, 

There was nothing, therefore, in this criticism 
”” Con: 
gress hada right toappropriate lands as it pleased, 
or the proceeds as it pleased. But the grant was 
limited. The Senator had found that, on a for. 
mer occasion, some lands had been granted for 
making a canal from Milwaukee to the head of 
Rock river, and that there was leave given toa 
corporation to make a branch canal to Fox river; 
but there was no company now; or if there was, 
it had nothing to do with the canal now proposed 
to be made. ‘I'he improvements were for the 
purpose of making communication through the 
country for the purposes of commerce, and for 
improving the public domain. If they had the 
power to runa branch to Fox river, that had 
nothing to do with the improvements. But he 
agreed that it was necessary to get the money for 
the accomplishment of these improvements, be- 
fore spending it. That they intended to do; but . 
they should never get it on the plan proposed 
by the Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. Hay- 
woop.] How was he to get the money? Did 
he propose to wait till the lands were sold, and 
the money in the Treasury ? Now, he apprehend- 
ed that the Senator would refuse it, when called 
upon to appropriate money out of the Treasury 
for this purpose. But the advocates of the bill 
proposed to raise means in such a way that nei- 
ther the Government nor the States should suffer. 
They proposed to depend on the alternate sec- 
tions reserved for the United States, so that the 
Government would receive as much money as it 
would if the whole were sold at the minimum 
price. 

He hoped, therefore, that the question would 
be taken on the motion of indefinite postpone- 
ment. If it should be decided as he hoped it 
would, he would then propose to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill till to-morrow. 

The question was then put on the motion to 
postpone indefinitely. : 

Mr. TAPPAN said there was one pointof view 
which the Senator from North Carolina had not 
considered. ‘The Government of the United States 
was the greatest land speculator in the world. It 
bought land to sell; it trades in lands; it wanted 
to bring its lands into market in the best manner, 
which this improvement, so far as the lands in 
that neighborhood went, would accomplish. He 
asked the Senator from North Carolina, if he 
owned these lands, could he devise a better mode 
of improving hisestate, of doubling its value, than 
by making these improvements? The tiers of 
lands on each side of the canal were improved in 
price; and the half of them reserved for the Gov- 
ernment would produce double the price with the 
improvements that they would if no such im- 
provements were made. 

Mr. HAYWOOD replied to the last remarks 
of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tappan] by ask- 
ing him, if thelands were his, would he give away 
half of them to make the improvement; and when 
that was made, the other half to the State which 
was to enjoy the benefit of it? 


y 25, 


Mit, Jp 
the Goy. 


OWer on 
We Were 
ther Por- 
OPriating 
L erritory 
lan? But 
{O make 
he Word 
ical diff. 
Titicism, 
Ppropri. 
0 appro. 
nd Other 
ne for g 


re grant. 
and was 
> a State, 
e rest of 
It was 
there it 
it to set 
be sold 
e in that 
e lands, 
roceeds, 
criticism 
” Con: 
pleased, 
rant wags 
n a for- 
nted for 
head of 
ven toa 
X river; 
ere was, 
proposed 
for the 
ugh the 
,and for 
had the 
hat had 
But he 
oney for 
nts, be- 


do; but . 


rroposed 
r. Hay- 
y? Did 
old, and 
yrehend- 
n called 
‘reasury 

the bill 
that nei- 
d suffer. 
late sec- 
that the 
ey as it 
inimum 


1 would 
»stpone- 
hoped it 
one the 
row. 

olion to 


tof view 
had not 
d States 
orld. It 
wanted 
manner, 
ands in 
sh. He 
a, if he 
er mode 
ve, than 
iers of 
oved in 
he Gov- 
vith the 
rch im- 


emarks 
py ask- 
fe away 
d when 
. which 


Weeicuns 


————————— 














_'PHE. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





————_ 





195 


= oo ee Ne: ee ee 


a et ee 
SAS ana ENN 


The discussion was continued by Messrs. ‘lated no decorum, had manifested no impatience, | to the treaty by a yenr’s notice of discontinuance. 


HAYWOOD, TA LLMADGE, and KING. 

At Mr. BAGBY’S suggestion, the further con- 
siderauon of the subject was postponed until to- 
morrow, for the purpose of enabling him to make 
further inquiries into the nature of the bill. 


OREGON TERRITORY. 

The CHAIR announced that the special order 
of the day was the resolution offered by the Sen- 
ator from Illinois on the 8th instant; which was 
accordingly taken up and read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 

nested to give notice to the British Government that it is 
the desire of the Government of the United States to annul 
and abrogate the provisions of the third article of the con- 
yention concluded between the Government of the United 


atates of America and his Britannic Majesty the King of | 


the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Treland, on the | 


goth of October, 1818, and indefinitely continued by thecon- 
yeption between the same parties, signed at London the 
6th of August, 1827. 

Mr. ARCHER said it would be in the recollec- 
tion of the Senate, that when this subject was 
jast under consideration, he waived the motion it 
was then his purpose to make, in courtesy to the 
Senator from lilinois, the mover of the resolution, 
He gave that Senator notice, however, at the time, 
that it was only in courtesy to him that he post- 
poned that motion. He now rose, in pursuance 
of his original purpose, to move the reference of 
the resolution to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. 

It was well known to every Senator that this 
Government was in daily expectation of the arrival 
of a Minister from England, charged with a mis- , 
sion of amity to this country in relation to this | 
very subject. It did not seem to him, at sucha 
moment, either fit, decorous, or advisable, in any 
way, to meet that Minister—a Minister charged 
with evidences of pacific solicitude—how ?—with 
a declaration at the very threshold, that however 
amicable his mission, or the purpose of his Gov- | 
ernment might be, the Senate of the United States, 
disregarding all such indications, had passed a 
resolution rejecting negotiation, | 

He put it to the Senator from Illinois, might he 
not consider this resolution a declaration that the 
Senate did not mean to sanction any negotiation | 
atall? Did not the gentlemen on the other side | 
say openly, on a late occasion, that it was their 
wish—their purpose—to obstruet every negotia- | 
tion? Would not that declaration, in connection | 


although the Executive of this Government had | 
solicited the negotiation, and, at the instance of 
the British Government, it had been transferred | 
to this country, to be held in this capital, instead 
of in London, another branch of the Government 
would render all negotiation fruitless? ‘ | 
These were considerations which ought to pre- 
vent any action of this Government partaking so 
much of the character of indecorum. The Gov- 
erament of this conntry asked that of Great Brit- 
ain to negotiate a treaty on the subject o. Oregon. 
The British Government said, in reply, it was 
ready to make a treaty; and, for that purpose, | 
would send its special Minister to the seat of Gov- 
ernment here. And now this Government says, 
notwithstanding our invitation, we will not treat 
with you at all. 
The Senate could not be prepared—the country 
could not be prepared—to recognize conduct to- | 


! 

! 

| 

| 

with this resolution, be conclusive evidence that, 


wards the Government of Great Britain, or any | 


other Government, so disreputable as this, inde- 
pendent of all considerations of the results of such 
acourse. Where was the pressing necessity for 
legislative action on this subject? How long was 
itprobable this negotiation would last? Some 
two or three months, perhaps; not more. He | 
had learned to-day, ina communication from New 
York, that Mr. Packenham, the British negotia- | 
tor, had actually embarked. He would speedily | 
be here, and it was evident the negotiation could | 
not last so long as to throw any serious obstacle | 
in the way of legislation on the subject, should | 
ithe rendered necessary, this session. The delay, | 
at most, would not exceed two or three months. | 
If the negotiation terminates satisfactorily, there | 
will be no occasion for such a resolution as this; | 
because the new treaty will supersede the old | 
treaty If it does not result satisfactorily, would | 
there not be time enough to pass the resolution | 


and had evinced io disposition to obsti uct friend- 
ly overtures ? 

If this Government was to insist on its claims 
to the territory as an incontestable right—the gen- 
tlemen from the western States were resolved on 
having this territory, whether the whole is ineon- 
testable or not—were they resolved to have tt ut 
the cost of the peace of this nation? Tle did not 
mean to use discourtesy; but he could not help 


, declaring that it had pressed itself on his mind 


that they had so highly excited and inflamed their 


| imaginations on this subject, that even if an ar- 


rangement could be made with Great Britain to 


surrender peaceable possession of the territory to || 
, this Government, the gentlemen would be almost 


unwilling to take it, because it was not obtained 


The very terms of the treary presuppose that the 
party which insisted on that clause was not sat- 
isfied with the joint occupation provided for in 
the treaty. What, then, was the object of this 
resolution now under consideration, but toexprese 
the opinion of thia Government that it was not 
satisfied, and ask that the treaty should be abro- 
gated . 

When the notice of the discontinuance was 
given, this Government would be better prepared 
to begin negotiation, than it possibly could be 
with the treaty in full force, and its termination 
undetermined. ‘That notice must be given one 
year before the treaty could be abrogated; and was 
the Senator satisfied that, during the term of this 
notice, its existence would prevent negotiation ? 


_at the expense of a war with England; that it was || Itseemed to him that there was a great difference 


not so much a desire for the territory itself, as a || with respect to the position of the two parties to 


feeling of chivalry, a desire to “run a muck”? at 


| Great Britain, no matter which side came off vic- 


| territory of this country. 





i 


' 





| 
| 


torious, 

Ata proper time he shou!d be willing to go 
along with the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Sem- 
PLE] in asserting whatever it was proper for this 
Government to assert in relation to the rights of 
But he wanted to do 
this ina proper manner. Ile wanted to do it in 
such a manner as would not only violate no na- 
tional obligations, but also in such a manner as 
would violate no national decorum—in such a 
manner as to jeopard neither the honor nor the | 
interests of the country. This was a confession 
of peace he was willing to make—although born 
south of Masonand Dixon’s line—that he would 


rather obtain the rights of this nation in relation || 


to the Oregon territory, without war, and without 
any vaporing exhibition of spirit not required.on 
the occasion. He therefore would tell the honor- | 
able Senator from Illinois that he made this mo- 
tion, not willt any purpose of action on the part 
of the Committee on Foreign Relations, but that it 
might be detained by that committee till the nego- | 
tiation about to take place should be determined | 
one way or another, and which it might now be | 
anticipated would be in progress within the next | 
three weeks. 

Mr. BUCHANAN intimated, from his eeat, | 
that the motion to refer the resolution might | 
throw an obstacle in the way of a reply from the 
Senator from lilinois. 

Mr. ARCHER. The Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, I understand, suggests that my motion | 
would obstruct reply. He had only to say, that 
it was well known to the Senate that he was | 
never deficient of courtesy to any Senator, as he 
trusted he had evinced no later than yesterday. | 
But the motion he now made to refer the resolu- | 
tion to the Committee on Foreign Relations, was | 
open to debate. He was himself reluctant to go 
into debate, and should not do so unless drawn 
into it. He had frankly avowed that his pur- 
pose was to obstruct action altogether till the pe- 
riod he had intimated shall have arrived—until 
the negotiation is made or abandoned. It would 
then be time enough, he thought, for legislation; 
time enough to adopt this proposition, which, he 
agreed with the Senator from Illinois, was the 
proper mode of action. 

Mr. SEMPLE observed that, after the resolu- 
tion had been so long delayed, he did not antici- | 


pate that it would be subjected to further procras- || 


tination. He certainly had no objection, when it 
was first introduced, to its temporary postpone. | 


ment till every Senator should have time to pre- || 


pare himself for discussion on the subject. He 

did not, at present, see any propriety in referring | 
it to the Committee on Foreign Relations—the | 
object only being to panier it to an indefinite | 
period. When a reference was made to a com- 

mittee, it was usually for inquiry; but the Sena- 
tor from Virginia had avowed his object to be to | 
prevent, by its delay, any interference with a ne- | 
gotiation on the subject now in progress. The | 
Senator saidAhat no obstacles should be thrown | 
in the way of that negotiation. Now, he thought 

this was a matter to be considered in two points | 
of view. He doubted, in the firstinstance,whether | 
the passage of this resolution would have any ef- | 
fect whatever on the negotiation. The existing | 
treaty was one made some time ago; and it pro- 


then? Would not every benefit of legisiation be || vides in itself its mode of termination. It is to | 


a8 available then as now; and with the additional 
recommendation that this Government had vio- | 


continue in force until one or the other of the par- 


ties bound by it shall think proper to put an end i 


the treaty: Great Britain was satisfied with it; 
this country was not. The resolution would show 
that. He would, therefore, consider that the Sen- 
ator from Virginia was entirely mistaken in sap< 
posing that the passage of the resolution would 
be deemed by any one as discourteous ty Great 
Britain, or that it would at all interfere with the 
negotiation. But there was another point of view. 
The Senator said no step ought to be teken that 
would interfere with the negouation. Now, was 
that true? One of the objects he had in view 
was to express the opinion of this Senate that it 
could not agree to any treaty that would recag- 
nize the joint occupation of the territory. Was 
it not proper to express such an opinion? Was 
| the Senate to sit there, and never say anything 
on the subject tll the treaty was made? That 
was a question fully discussed on another reso 
| lution lately before the Senate, | Mr. Arten's;] 
| and had it been introduced in executive session, 
| that resolution would have been adopted, 

He did not say that it was obliguory to pass 
| this resolution, but that it was a pul.lie mater, 
| which could not interfere with the negotiation in 
| any other way than, in a proper manner, to ¢x- 
| press the opinion of the Senate as to what eannot 
| be negotiated. Was it not best to do this before 
| the negotiation was entered into? But the truth 
| was, he had not unlimited confidence in negotia- 
| tions as the best mode of securing national rights. 
| He believed th's country had been a good deal 
| cheated in negotiations—that it had been betrayed 
| inte giving up a good deal of territory in that 
| way; and he was, therefore, unwilling to let this 
| negotiation go on without knowing what might 
| be the final result. 
| He did not intend to enter further into diseus- 

sion on this resolution, and hoped that, after be- 
ing laid over so long, it would be allowed to pass 
without debate; but as the Senator from Virginia 
| seemed disposed to obstruct it by delay, it was 


|| obvious that such a course would call up debate, 


and as Senators might not be prepared for it, he 

should have no objection to a postponement ull 
| to-morrow if desired. He had not risen to enter 
| into discussion himself—his desire being solely 
| to express the object he had in introducing the 

resolution; and then to let it go to the vote on its 

adoption. Ele would, however, much rather i 

were postponed to a future day, if the Senate 
| thought proper, than to have it referred to a come 
mittee hostile to its consideration within the time 
it could effect the object he had in view. 

It was well known that in the western country 
the people felt a deep interest with respect to the 
| occupation of Oregon. He believed, something 
| like a year ago, several public meetings were 
| called in the States of Missouri and Silineis; at 
| which the universal opinion prevailed that the 
| Territory of Oregon ought to be occupied by the 
} 
| 


Government of the United States without delay. 

This was an opinion expressed by persons of 

different political parties. There was one united 

voice of the whole section of country in favor of 
| immediate occupation. There wasa large meet~ 
| ing at the seat of government during the sitting 
| of the last session of the Legislature of Lilinois, 
at which the most unqualified opinion was given 
that no delay should take place on this subject. 
Atthe convention held last summer in Cincinnati, 
it was resolved that they would not agree or con- 
sent to any negotiation that would give up any 
part of the Territory of Oregon between the for- 
ty-second and fifty-fourth degrees of north lati- 
tude. Citizens of the United States had gone te 
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the territory for purposes of hunting and trading 
with the Indians; and more recently for making || territory he was 


settlements. The very last year, one thousand 
or fifteen hundred went to a settlements there. 
They have gone to reclaim that vast wilderness, 
and to unite, by civilization and haman inter- 
course, the shores of the Pacific with the great 
West of this Union. The attempt to open an 
easy communication has been made, and that is 
now accomplished Ly wagons. This Govern- 
ment is bound to support and protect her citizens 
there, on her own territory. It is impossible for 
it to overlook the expression of public opinion 
on this point, so emphatically and universally 
nounced. How was itto act? Was it to al- 
w Great Britain to exercise jurisdiction over its 
citizens? He thought not. He thought this 
Government was bound to put an end to the treaty 
of joint occupancy, which gives Great Britain 
any pretext for arrogating territorial power in 
Oregon. oN 
his thing of joint occupation by nations at 
ace wasananomaly. He did not know that 
e had ever before heard or read of sucha thing. 
He had heard of a country being jointly occupied 
by two contending powers; but not by two friend- 
ly powers. He recoliveted hearing of the joint 
occupation of ‘Tennessee and Kentucky; but even 
im that instance, the people were very near hav- 
ing great difficulties, growing out of their mutual 
positions, the consequence of their joint occupan- 
cy. Governments are always tenacious on this 
subject. All had seen the difficulties between the 
States of Michigan, Ohio, and Missouri,and Iowa. 


it allowed such an equivocal position to exist a 
moment longer than it could be avoided. 

These were the views and reasons which in- 
duced him to introduce this resolution. He 
looked on it asa matter of great importance. 

He would not now detain the Senate by detail- 
ing further these views. He should merely ex- 
press a hope that the resolution would not be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
If it must be referred to any commitiee, he would 
suggest that the special committee raised on the 
subject of the Oregon territory would be the 

per committee. 
its consideration now. Should this not meet the 
approbation of the Senate, he would postpone it 
to a future day. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had the misfortune to differ 
from the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. He thought it would be neither disre- 
speciful to Great Britain, nor obstructive to the 
negotiation, to adopt the resolution. He believed 


{l @reenhow, relative to a history of the Oregon 


He would, however, prefer | 


it was due to the interests and honor of the coun- | 


try, that notice should be given to terminate the 
joint oecupation. He wished to say a few words 
on this subject; but it was late; if, however, it 
was postponed, he would avail himself of the op- 
portunity, when it came up again, to submit his 
views. 


Mr. ATCHISON remarked that he felt a great 


interest in the subject, and would take occasion | 


to express his views upon it. He had no doubt 
the whole merits of the question would be dis- 
cussed on the resolution; and would acquiesce in 


the suggestion of the Senator from Pennsylvania | 
as to the propriety of postponing the resolution. || 
= occupation should | 


The treaty allowing the 
never have been made. It was unadvisedly rati- 
fied at the time; for the benefit of it accrued to 
England alone. That Government was well sat- 
ished with the treaty as it now exists, and would 
he walling that it should be continued to all time; 
for the reason alone that she derives all the ben- 
efit. Gentlemen on the other side had resisted 
the passage of the bill for the occupation and set- 
tlement of that Territory heretofore because the 
notice now proposed to be given by this resolu- 
tion had not been given; but now they were op- 
pane to giving that notice, because they appre- 

ended that it would have an injurious effect on 
the negotiations about to be commenced for the 
settlement of the title. He hoped, however, the 
resoluuion would pass. 

Mr. ARCHER rose for the purpose of concur- 
ring in the proposition of postponement made by 
the Senator trom Pennsylvania, and suggested to 
the Senator from Illinois, that he had also better 
concur in a postponement for a longer time than 
‘Tuesday next. That Senator will recollect that, 


a few. days ago, a memorial was sent in by Mr. || which was agreed 


paring, of vast importance 
as regarded the title of the United States; which 
memorial was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, of which he had the honor to be 
the organ. The book has not yet been completed. 
Only a part had yet been sent to the committee. 


The remainder was expected in a few days. He | 


suggested to the Senator to let the postponement 


take place until the whole of that book could be | 
examined; if he did not do so, he would have the | 


advantage of having derived all the information 
it afforded, while the rest of the Senate would be 
enurely ignorant of its contents. 

Mr. BENTON. We on this side want no books 
in this case, 


Mr. ARCHER. I have only to say to the 


, Senator from Missouri, that his opinions will be 


strengthened by a perusal of this book; for it 
makes out a most incontestable case of title on 
the part of the United States. 

Mr. BENTON. I believe I can inform the 
Senator from Virginia, that I have seen and read 
and know more than can be written on this sub- 
ject by Mr. Greenhow, or more than that gentle- 


| man ever heard of it. 


Mr. ARCHER. Of that I have not the least 
doubt; because 1 must do the Senator from Mis- 
souri the justice to say, that he is the most labor- 
ious and best informed statesman on all subjects 
of that kind, I know of. But we are not all so 
well informed; and if the gentlemen on the other 
side wish full information, they will have the ad- 


| vantage of it by the postponement. 
The General Government should be cautious how || 


The discussion was continued for a short time 


_ by Messrs. ALLEN and MOREHEAD. 


Mr. SEMPLE then observed that the resolu- 


| tion had been introduced on the 8th instant, it was 


now the 25th. It was evident he had not urged 
it hastily or impatiently. He would consent to 
its further postponement till Tuesday next, (Mon- 
day being the special order for Mr. McDurrie’s 
reply to Mr. Evans on the tariff policy,) but could 
not consent to a more distant day. 

The subject was then postponed to Tuesday 
next. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. ARCHER asked the Senate to go into 
executive session a short time, as there was busi- 
ness of some moment to transact there. 

Mr. EVANS said he rose for the purpose, be- 
fore that question was put, of moving that when 


, the Senate adjourns it adjourn till Monday next. 
| He did this, not to delay business, but for the 


purpose of forwarding it; for he declared that he 
had not had time to discharge his public duties 
on the committee, so much had his time been oc- 
cupied there. He did not think there was any- 
thing of a pressing nature before the Senate; for 
if there was, he would not ask the Senate to ad- 
journ over, 

The question was put on the motion; and it 
was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and after a short time spent therein, ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuvaspar, January 25, 1844. 


Mr. ELMER, from the Committee of Elections, 
to which had been referred the memorial of Wil- 


liam L. Goggin, contesting the seat of ‘Thomas 


W. Gilmer, one of the members of the House 


| from the State of Virginia, made a report thereon. 


[The report sustains the right of Mr. Gilmer to 


| his seat.]} 


Mr. E. stated, in justice to the committee, that 
this report had been ready for presentation to the 
House a fortnight ago, but was withheld at the 
request of the minority, who wished to present a 


| counter report, which they had not yet been able 


to get ready, in consequence of the indisposition 
of one of their members. He moved that the re- 


_ port be referred to the Committee of the Whole 


House, and printed. He was also instructed to 
move that the arguments and statements made by 
Mr. Goggin and Mr. Gilmer before the committee 
be also printed and referred. 

Mr. NEWTON called for a division of the 
question, so as to take the questions on printing 
the report and printing the arguments separately; 
to, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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| The question being taken on printing the re. 
|| port, and referring it to the Committee of th, 
|, Whole House, it was decided in the affirmative 
|| ‘The question then recurred on pfinting the ar. 


|| guments of the claimant and of the sitting 


mem- 
|| ber. 


|| Mr. ELMER stated that the memorial of Mr 
|| Goggin, which was referred to the committes 
|| was printed, and at that time no argument on the 

subject was made by the sitting member. Wig, 
|| the parties came before the committee, Mr. Goo. 
|| gin prepared a written argument, embracing some 
| points not embraced in his memorial; and Mr. 
|| Gilmer, on time being given, made his writte, 
|| answer; and these were the documents that he 


| moved to have printed, so that .the House might 
| have the whole subject before them. 
| ‘The SPEAKER bere called Mr. Bearpszey to 
| the chair. 
Mr. NEWTON deemed it his duty, as a mem. 
| ber of the Committee of Elections, and as being 
| the one who presented the memorial of Mr. Goo. 
| gin to the House, to oppose the motion to print 
| the argument of that gentleman, submitted more 
| than a month ago. 
} This argument was prepared by Mr. Goggin 
| upon a state of facts which he supposed at the 
|| time to exist, but which he now found did not 
|| exist; and therefore a large portion of it did not 
|| apply to the case before the House. Under such 
circumstances, it would be an idle waste of pub- 
| lic money to print these documents, as no good 
could be produced by it. He supposed that the 
| object was not to enlighten the House, as the re- 
port of the committee would perform that ser. 
vice; and if it did not, the arguments of the sitting 
| member’s triends would. In addition, he consid- 
|! ered it would be discourteous to Mr. Goggin, who 
| was detained at home by indisposition, to print 
| his argument, which was now inappropriate to 
| the matter before the House; and as a friend of 
| that gentleman, and as an impartial judge, he 
} deemed it his duty to protest against the printing 
| it without his consent. 
|| Mr. DOUGLAS, as a member of the commit 
| tee, dissented from the views of the gentleman 
| from Virginia, (Mr. Newron.] He did not re- 
|| gard these statements presented to the committee, 
|| on the partof Mr. Goggin and of the sitting mem- 
|| ber, strictly as mere arguments; they were more 
| than that. 
|| After the memorial of Mr. Goggin was pre- 
} sented to the House, and, with the evidence, was 
| referred to the committee, the two claimants ap- 
peared and made their statements of facts, con- 
| taining their construction of law governing the 
/case and the arguments enforcing them, which 
they submitted tu the committee in writing. In 
| these statements the gentlemen made many ad- 
missions of facts which they would not now con- 
| trovert. For instance, the sitting member stated 
| that he would not controvert certain facts stated 
by the memorialist; and that he would controvert 
| other facts stated by him; while, on the other 
| hand, the memorialist stated that he would admit 
| certain facts stated by the sitting member, and 
| that he would controvert others. These state- 
| ments, prepared by the parties with deliberation, 
| and submitted to the committee, constituted the 
| pleadings of the case. Again: they were evidence 
_ in the case; for if the defendant in any suit comes 
_ forward and admits that he will not contest cer- 
| tain facts alleged against him, it becomes a part 
| of the evidence, and the court holds him to it. 
| He therefore believed, that in holding the sitting 
| member, and also the contesting claimant, strictly 
to the admissions they have made, they would be 
| acting in conformity with the practice of all ju- 
dicial tribunals, as well as with the principles of 
justice. He considered, too, that they were im- 
portant to the case, as containing the best of evi- 
dence. As to any injustice to the absent claim- 
‘ant in printing his argument, he, on his part, 
| thought it would be the grossest injustice to him 
to suppress it. The claimant was not here in per- 
son, and it was a strange inference that it would 
_ be uncourteous to him to permit the argument 
that he himself had presented two be published. 
He thought both these arguments should be 
printed, because they were necessary to a full 
understanding of the subject; and the cost, he 
| understeod, would be very trifling. . 
Mer. SCHENCK said that, as to the brevity of 
the arguments, and the trifling cost of prinung 
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sheets ho thought the questiee would be best an 
gwered if the Clerk would hold up to the House 
the large roll of documents in which they were 
comprised. The truth was, this motion cailed 
for the printing of a large masa of matter, a 
reat deal of which was entirely irrelevant and 
pot necessary to an understanding of the subject. 
He believed nothing else was embraced in the 
motion but to print the arguments presented on 
both sides to the committee; and nothing was 
said about printing the testimony taken in the 
case. The gentleman from Illinois {Mr. Dovc- 
tas] adduced, as an argument for printing the 
statements of the conflicting parties, that there 
were admissions made in both of them which 
were good evidence. Now, if this was a good 
argument for printing the statements, would it 
not also apply to the printing of the testimony, 
which was equally necessary for a thorough un- 
derstanding of the subject? So far, however, 
from this being the case, he could say that the 
report of the majority uf the committee, just pre- 
sented, and the report of the minority, which he 
was authorized to say would be presented to- 
merrow, agreed essentially in facts, and did not 
contradict each other in any important particu- 
lar. So there was no use in printing these state- 
ments om account of the evidence they con- 


tained. 

Mr. HAMLIN observed that he had antici- 
vated that this debate would arise on the motion 
of the chairman of the Committee of Elections, 
and that these objections would be made to the 
printing of these statements; for, when the com- 
mittee came to the conclusion to ask for their 
printing, they were informed that such a motion 
would be opposed. He was not, therefore, sur- 
prised at the opposition these gentlemen had seen 
fitto make to the printing of these two written 
satements. He was not in the House when the 
gentleman from Iilinois [Mr. Doveras] gave his 
reasons for supporting the motion; and he trust- 
ed, therefore, that he should be excused if, in as- 
signing his reasons for coming to the same con- 
clusion, he should make use of some of the argu- 
ments advanced by that gentleman. He would, 
in the first place, call the attention of the House 
to the state of facts as presented. Mr. Goggin 
came into the House ae presented a written me- 
morial, signed by him, making up his case against 
the sitting member, Mr. Gitmer, in his own, 
and pan, the issue, on his part, in the form 
that best suited him. He was bound by no limit, 
and bound by no principle, save what he deemed 
most conducive to his own rights and his own in- 
terests. That memorial was printed and referred 
to the committee; and then, when the parties went 
before it,each made up a written statement of his 
case, which was also submitted and considered. 

The written statements of the parties, though 

not strictly evidence in the case, contained admis- 
sons that were material to a right understanding 
of the case; and what was there to fear in the pub- 
lication of these statements ? He went on at some 
length to argue in favor of the printing of the 
documents. 

Mr. GILMER also spoke in favor of the print- 
ms of the statement of his competitor for the seat 
ra 


ich he occupied; and if the argument in favor | 


of economy in the expenditures for printing was 
deemed of much weight, he would pay the ex- 
pense himself. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE thought it would be more 
respectful to the House, and more compliment- 
ary to the intelligence of its members, if this mat- 
ter were allowed to be printed, so that each mem- 
ber could judge for himself what bearing these 
statements had on the question in issue. 

Surely the House might be trusted to decide 
how far the printed statement should be allowed 
to have a bearing upon their decision of the ques- 
tion, and how far it ceased to be a practice on 
account of any subsequent evidence which had 
been taken. 
importance could be attached to the document; 
but, from the very great anxiety which had been 


exhibited, he was almost led to believe that there | 


was some secret design to produce a particular 
effect by the printing or refusing to print it. It 
was snes for him to know, however, from the 
Statement of the committee, that the statement of 
the two contesting parties had been prepared and 
suomitted for the of simplifying the 

ceedings, and of ing the la the com- 


e did not know that any great | 


| mittee; that they were a part of the res gesta; that 

| they formed, in fact, a portion of the proceedings 
of the committee, and should not, therefore, be 
suppressed. He would, therefore, after having 
expressed the astonishment which had been ex- 

: cited in his breast, by this effort to suppress the 
publication of the papers in question, vote for the 
printing; as he should always do in reference to 
anything which a committee, through its chair- 
man, might desire to print. 

| They had been told of a minority report. And 

| he would now set the gentleman from Ohio right. 
A minority report was not known in parliament- 
ary law. The custom of receiving minority re- 
ports had grown up by the coartesy of the House; 
butit was,inreality,anabuse. The sitting mem- 
bers,in cases of contested elections, had been per- 
mitted to bring in written statements; and agarnst 
this courtesy he had no objection, because rt had 
become an established usage of this House. Bat 
a committee alone could make a report; and there 
was a much stronger reason why a minority 
should not be permitted to make a report against 
the deliberate report of a majority, than there 
was against publishing explanatory statements of 
two contesting members. He could see no good 
reason why the documents should not be printed; 
and he would, therefore, give his vote for the 
printing. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, said he thought the 
matter had received a degree of importance which 
it did not deserve. He felt totally indifferent 
whether this argument should be printed or not. 
His principal motive in rising was to notice the 
intimation thrown out by the gentleman from 
Virginia, that there was an attempt to suppressa 
part of the record on the part of a portion of the 
committee. What wasthat record? The memo- 
rials and statements of the parties constituted 
the issue upon which the record was made up. 
And he appealed to the gentleman from Virginia 
whether it was not as necessary that the state- 
ments made orally should be printed, as well as 
those made in writing; for it was an established 

rinciple of law, that the decision of a case should 
»e based upon all the evidence given in the case. 
Bat it mattered little about the arguments made 
in the case, for the House would make its own 
decision, irrespective of the force or the fallacy 
of the arguments employed. It was of little con- 
sequence, then, whether they were printed or not. 
Bat in regard to minority reports, were minori- 
ties to have no voice? Were their opinions to be 
suppressed ? Was this what the gentleman meant? 

Mr. DROMGOOLE. I said expressly, (and 
I rely upon my knowledge of parliamentary law 
to sustain me in the opinion,) that a minority 
cannot make a report. And I will add, that, in 

lace of making a report, their course is to come 
fore the House and resist the report of the ma- 
jority, one by one. 

Mr. DAVISadmitted that, by the parliamentary 
law of Engiand—a Government of moderate des- 
potism—the minority had no right to be heard 
by a report; but this principle of despotic law had 
been reversed by the American Congress. 


Mr. ELMER said he had been opposed to the 


he deemed it altogether unimportant whether 
these statements should be before the House or 
not; but, as a majority of the committee were 
disposed to demand the printing, he would vote 
in favor of the proposition. - 

Mr. THOMPSON advocated the printing. 

Mr. NEWTON desired to make a few pbser- 
vations in regard to the suspicion which was said 
to attach to the minority of the committee, and 


to the friends of Mr. Goggin. It was not de- | 
sired to suppress any facts, or inference from | 


facts, which might be deemed important. If there 
was anything in the argument that was calculated 
| in the least to enlighten the House, he would be 
| perfectly willing it should be printed. 
There was no suppression, at all events; for 


| the papers were placed upon the table, and might | 


| be examined. ‘ 
Mr. GILMER observed that he trusted that 
_ his colleague and friend, [Mr. Newrow,] when 
_he reasoned calmly to Mr. Goggin’s case and 
his own, would have no reason to censure him, 
| whether he considered him a Greek or a Trojan; 
| and he trusted that he would always consider 


pro- | him asa friend. He, however, treats me a8 a 


\\ Greek, and thereby admits that he is a Trojan. 


printing, because he thought it unnecessary; for | 
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| But when his coilengue spoke of the Greek gifts 
he offered, he would ask what those Greek gifts 
were? Why, a proposition to print Mr. Gog- 
gin’s own argument, prepared vy himself, and 
Presenting his case in the strongest light becould. 
This, however, hus colleague supposed, was mot 
for the purpose of bringing ight tw the House, 
but for Buncombe; and he begged him, therefore, 
to recotlect that he did not represent Buncombe; 
' and though his district was a large one, it 
did not quite extend into North Carolina. As 
| his colleague imputed to him the design of print- 
}ing Mr. Goggin's argument to be used before 
the people, he would ask him which of them did 
that gentleman the most injustice, he who wished 
to publish his own statement of his case, or his 
| colleague, who sought to suppress it? Was there 
) anything in this argument which the gentleman 
| was ashamed of publishing to the world? He 
) must be permitted to say that his colleague had 
done Mr. Goggin the most injustice; and that 
his course had tnjured him more than anything 
‘else. His friend had thought proper to allude to 
| a subject he never should have thought of, and 
| ascribed to him a pride in controversy. This he 
disclaimed; and he trusted that his colleague 
knew him too well to suppose that he entertained 
such a pride. He surely could not suppose that 
there was any personal controversy between 
him and Mr. Goggin; for he thoaght that there 
were higher objects of pablie justice and public 
interést in view than a mere personal matter 
between two individuals. The gentleman had 
thought proper to travel out of the record, and 
allude to the rains in that ** misty valley of Vir- 
ginia;’’ but he begged jeave to say to him that 
Mr. Goggin himself never would alinde to that 
subject again, because he would find that he 
would lose more than he could gain by it. He 
referred to this subject because tt was the only 
orginal ground on which his election was con- 
tested, and on which Mr. Goggin gave him a 
notice; and the only one, therefore, on which he 
was obliged to meet him here. He could have 
confined his opponent to that point, as he had a 
night to do; but he was unwilling to take any ad- 
vantage, and therefore aliowed him to bring tes- 
timony on any other points he chose. He would 
| now say, howevor, m reference to that matter, 
that it was abandoned by all parties as utterly 
unworthy of any consideration. 

Mr. THOMPSON called for the previous ques- 
tion; which having been seconded, and the main 
question ordered, 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. NEWTON called for a division of the 
main question, so as to take it separately on prirt- 
ing the two arguments. 

Mr. GILMER said that he did not wish his 
argument to be printed unless Mr. Goggin’s was 
printed with it. 

Mr. NEWTON then observed that he would 
not ask for a division of the question. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, renewed his-call for 
a division of the question. 

Mr. WELLER again called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE submitted that the argu- 
ment of his colleague was a nse to that of 
his opponent; and he consid the one insepa- 
rable from the other. > 

The SPEAKER thought the question was di- 
visible. 

Mr. BELSER called for the reading of the ar- 
guments. He understood that there were admis- 
sions in both of them; and if so, they were evi- 
dence, and the best of evidence. : ; 

Objections being made, Mr. B. withdrew his 

uest. 
! r. SCHENCK called for the the reading of 
| arguments; but objections were made by several; 
' and the Chair said, therefore, that they could not 
| be read. Ve 
| The question was then put on printing. Mr. 
Goggin’s argument, and decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 124, nays 51. . 
Mr. SCHENCK moved that all the testimony 
"im the case be printed. The House had agreed to 
| publish a part of the case, and he thought the 
| whole should go to the worid together. 
| Some conversation followed, in which Messre. 
| SCHENCK, DROMGOOLE, C. JOHNSON, 
CK, DOUGLAS, 


j 
t 
\ 
j 


|| HAMLEN,GI BIDLA 
‘| BELSER, 


sand OWEN took part. 
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Mr. A. V. BROWN said that he was a mem- 


{| 
i} 


Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL appealed to the House 
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ber of the Committee of Elections, but had not || not to adjourn without disposing of the executive | 


intended to say anything on these preliminary and 
incidental questions. No one on the committee 
had ever thought of, much less proposed to pub- 
lish, these depositions. 


They related to matters | 


i 
j 
j 


about which there seemed, in the progress of in- 


vestigation, to be but little, if any, disagreement 


of opinion. They related to the quantity of rain | 


that fell on a certain day in certain counties of | 


Virginia, whereas the controversy seemed to lie 
on altogether different grounds. 


dicrous and unimportant; the notices to take them, 


the preambles to them, and the certificates of those | 
who took them, besides the desultory nature of | 


Much of the | 
testimony about the state of the weather was lu- | 


the questions and answers, would make a book | 


nearly as large as the one he held in his hand. It 
would cost a great deal of money, all for no profit 
to members here, or to the people of the ‘* misty 


documents on the Speaker’s table. 


Mr. ADAMS cuailed for tellers on the question | 


of adjournment; which were ordered; and the 
question being taken, was decided in the affirm- 
ative—ayes 82, noes 48. 

So the House then adjourned. 





The following petitions presented to-day, were handed to 
the reporters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. GREEN, of New York: The petition of the in- 
habitants of the county of Wayne, New York, asking for 
the abolition of the franking privilege, and a reduction of 
the rates of postage. 

By Mr. CALDWELL: The petition of Thomas Graves, 


| of Russell county, Kentucky; whieh was referred to the 


Committee on Revolu ionary Claims. 
By Mr. FRICK: ‘wo memoriats, of similarimport, from 


| the inhabitants of Columbia county, Penusvivania, praying 


valley of Virginia,’”’ to which one of the mem- | 
bers of that State [Mr. Newton] had tauntingly 


alluded. 


The mover himself had stated that there was | 


no controversy about the facts; none in the writ- 
ten statements of the parties that required any 
rt of these papers to be published, but as the 


oure had ordered the written statements, or | 
pleadings of the parties, to be published, he | 


thought it right to publish everything. Why, 
thie looks like asking it only in the way of se- 

. Revenge for the decision of the House? 
He protested against doing it from this motive. 
The controversy, as far as there was one, turned 
on points not elucidated by the testimony—points 


fora reduction of postage, with a proper restriction of the 
franking privilege. 

By Mr. HOGE: The petition of George W. Robinson and 
others, citizens of MeDonough and Hancock counties, in 
the State of Iilinow. praying the establishment of a mail 


route from Macomb, in said county of McDonough, via | 


Biandensville. LaHarp >, Camp Creek, Pontoome, aud Ap 
panonce, to Nauvoo, in the county of Hancock ; which 
was referred 10 the Cominittee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of Alexander Wilson 
and eighty seven others, citizens of Miami county, praying 


| the establishment of a mail route from Indianapolis to Peru, | 
via Broad Ripple, Fannington, Slueldsville, and Green 


| Town. 


By Mr. ROBINSON: The petition of forty citizens of | 


O<wego, New York, praying for an appropriation to com- 
plete the harbor at Oak Orchard, on Lake Ontario. 
By Mr. KING, of New York: The petition of inhabit- 


| ants of Canton, St. Lawrence county, New York, to re- 
duce the pay of members of Congress to four dollars, and to 


of law under the statutes of Virginia. Why waste | 


the people’s money on unnecessary printing? As 


abolish the franking privilege. 
Also, the petition of inhabitants of Brasher, to abridge the 


| franking privilege, and reduce the rates of postage. 


a friend of true economy, he was opposed to it. | 


To save time, this was all he chose to say on the 
subject. 

Mr. SCHENCK modified his resolution, by 
adding the fullowing: 


Omitting to print the notices for taking depositions, and 


the official certificates attached to the depositions, giving | 


Only the dates of the taking of the testimony. 


Upon the adoption of the resolution as modi- 
fied, the previous question was demanded and 
seconded. 

Mr. THOMPSON asked of the chairman of 
the Committee of E’ections whether there was 


any disagreement as to facts in the two reports of 


the majority and minority ? 

Mr. ELMER said, that not having seen the re- 
port of the minority, he could not answer that 

uestion positively. 

at there was no disagreement as to facts. 

The question on printing was then taken, and 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 145, nays 47. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON asked for the printing of 1 
report from the War Department, the nature of 
which was not heard. 


He understood, however, || 


Mr. ADAMS called for the orders of the day. 


Mr. NEWTON asked leave to present some 


additional evidence in the case of a contested elec- | 


tion. 
Mr. BLACK moved that the House adjourn. 
Mr. SCHENCK asked the gentleman from 


Georgia to withdraw his motion to adjourn, in |) 
order that he might give a notice from the Com- | 


mittee of Elections. 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said that there were 
some executive documents on the Speaker’s table, 


By Mr. MeCLERNAND: ‘The memorial of Nathaniel B. 
Blackiord and forty-nine others; also, the memorial of John 
Saulsbury and fifty-eight others, citizens of White county, 
Tilinois, praying the donation of the refuse lands in the 
Shawneetown and Palestine land districts, tor the improve 
ment of the navigation of the great Wabash river; which 
were referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

By Mr. STRONG: The petition of Wiliiam Jones and 


others, praving that Cold Spring, on Long Island, New | 


York, may be con-tituted a port of entry; which was re- 
ferred. together with other papers on the same subject, pre- 
sented at the last session, to the Committee on Commerce. 

Bv Mr. FISHEL: The petition of Charles Rhind, fur addi 
tional compensation for services in negotiating Aa treaty 
with Turkey. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Towa: The memorial of the Mayor 
and Aldermen o: the city of Burlington, in the Territory of 


Towa, earnestly pr ving Congress for the passage of an act | 
—a form for wiueh accompiuied the memorial—to enadle | 


claim uuts to the unsold tots in said city to perfect their 
titles; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 26, 1844. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. HUNGERFORD, from the Committee on 


Retrenchment, reported the following resolution; | 


which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Retrenchment be em- | 


powered to send for and examine persons and papers. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose to a question of 
privilege; and referred to and read the 15th and 
16th rules of the House, in these words: 


* 15. Stenographers wishing to take down the debates, 


| may be admitted by the Speaker, who shall assign such 


which ought to be laid before the House, and dis- | 


posed of before adjourning. 

Mr. ADAMS insisted on the orders of the day. 

Mr. BLACK said he would withdraw his mo- 
tion for the executive documents and for the no- 
tice of the gentleman from Ohio, and for nothing 
else. 

Mr. ADAMS objected to any other business 
but the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
One [Mr. Scuencx] had a privileged question to 
offer. 

Mr. SCHENCK then gave notice that he would, 
on the part of the minority of the Committee of 


Elections, to-morrow, present a minority report | 
in the case of Messrs. Goggin and Gilmer, and | 


he moved that leave be given for its reception. 
This was agreed to by general consent; and Mr. 
8S. renewed the motion i adjournment. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays on 


| 
i 
j 
{ 


places to them on the floor, or elsewhere, w effect their 
object, as shall not interfeie with the convenience of the 
flouse. 

“16. No person shall he allowed the privilege of the Hall 


|| under the character of stenographer, without a written per- 


mission from the Speaker, specifying the part of the Hall 
assigned to him; and no reporter or stenographer shall be 
admitted under the rules of the Hou<e, unless such reporter 
or stenographer shall state, in writing, fur what paper or 
papers he is employed to report.’’ 


He proceeded to state that he found in a cer- 
tain newspaper, called the United States Gazette, 
which had been sent to him this morning, the 
following false account of a transaction which 
occured in that House: 

« A scene of some little sensation, as the French term it, 
occurred in the House, upon Mr Apams’s presenting some 


resolutions from the Legislature of Massachusetts, similar 
to those he presented some time ago. and to those presented 


| by Mr. Bates in the Senate. Objections were made to their 
| reception, and the usual fuss was raised. Mr. Adams calied 


for the avesand noes. Some conversation occurred in regard 
to whether they were signed by the Governor, &c.; ouaay 
which, Mr. C. J. inegersout tonk occasion to inquire ¢ 

Mr. Apams if the resolutions were not written by himself? 


the motion to edjourn; but, a sufficient number || Mr. Anams looked at Mr. 1. a moment, without 


wes not sustained. 


oot rising, the 


i 
i! 


eigning to 
reply ; and then, with a peculiar manner and acalin Signtty, 





| | 





| 





| 
{| 
| 


| 


1 
| 
j 


| 
i 


| every individual member of the House. 
auth 

_and abused; he had had his share of abuse; nor 
had he complained. He had never winced under 





' turned to the Spenker and said, ‘ Sir, T have dnteetan, 


ded the 
wat Mr. 
ch, had 
d in the 


yeas and naysr.’? This was a severe rebuke to wi 
ApaMs considered an impertinent question ; to whj 
he chosen to answer it at all, he might have replie 
negative.”? 

He asked for no special protection, upon this 
occasion or any other, from the Speaker; but, as 
one of that body—— , 

The SPEAKER observed to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, that any proposition upon 
this subject could only be entertained by genera) 


_ consent, 


Mr. INGERSOLL said he trusted the subject 
as a matter of privilege, would be entertained 
without objection. It was not a matter which 
concerned parties; it wasa matter which concerned 


a : Every 
eman in that House was liable to be vilified 


any abuse; indeed, he might say, he had neve; 
regarded it; but, as the Representative of seventy 
thousand freemen, he would not suffer his con. 


' duct to be misrepresented by those to whom he 


contributed to give the privileges of the floor for 


_ the purpose of truly reporting what occurred in 


that House. 

It was unnecessary for him to say that the 
whole paragraph which charged a number of gen. 
tlemen with having created a fuss; and which 
imputed to him impertinence, had falsified the 
whole transaction. He would not submit that 
such a statement should go forth to the public, 
under the color of a report, having been reported 
by a stenographer or other reporter. The article 
which had been read was signed ** Oliver Old- 
school,”? a name which, he stated in his repre. 
sentative capacity, was but the anonymous one 
of a man named Sargeant, to whom a special 


| place had been assigned by the Speaker, but who 


was seldom in his place; but, on the contrary, 
roaming about the House where he had no right, 
He called upor the Speaker, as the distinguished 
organ of that House, to ascertain if the man to 
whom he alluded was the author of the calumny; 
and if so, to withdraw from him the privilege 
which he had conferred upon him of occupying 
aseat in the House; and he did this the more 


promptly because it was not an extreme case of ° 


ersonal abuse. Many gentlemen might think 
itaslightaffair. It wasa slight affair, and there- 
fore the more promptly and unhesitatingly did he 
lay his hand upon it. A gentleman of consider- 
able experience had well observed (if he might 


|| be permitted to refer to what took place in the 
| committee on rules) that, if something should 
| not soon be done in relation to the admission of 
| letter-writers, their number would soon exceed 
‘the number of members; and, so far from any 
thing like a fair report being made, they were 


represented to their constituents and to foreign 
countries as the merest blackguards in creation. 
He could take it upon himself to say, that a more 
orderly representative body did not exist—not 
even thaae of England, France, or Spain, which 
are the only ones deserving of a comparison; but 


| no one could be blind to the fact, that the charac- 


ter of the House, and the country itself, had been 
undergoing a process of deterioration in conse- 
quence of the streams of calumny which were 


‘sent forth from this House, and which returned 


to it, after having swept the whole extent of the 


‘nation. He called upon the Speaker to take cog- 


nizance of the motion. r 
The SPEAKER remarked that the first thing 
which had been done by him, in connection with 


_the duty imposed upon him by the rule, was to 
ascertain, as well as he could, whether the gen- 
| tlemen applying to be admitted were of fair stand- 
_ing and character, and whether they were regular 


reporters; and to such persons, as far as the Chair 
could ascertain, places had been assigned. In no 
case had a place been assigned to a letter-writer; 
in all cases they represented themselves as re- 
porters. ; 

Mr. INGERSOLL inquired whether the Chair 
recollected the application of Nathan Sargeant for 
a seat? 

The SPEAKER replied he distinctly recol- 
lected the application; and, upon reference toa 
memorandum, he found that seat No. 4 had been 
assigned to him as the reporter for the United 
States Gazette. 3 

Mr. INGERSOLL said he wished the Chair to 
understand that he stated upon his responsibility 
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that Nathan Sargeant was the author of the article 
0. 

inte’ MORRIS inquired whether the matter 

rested entirely with the Speaker and an individual 

member to determine upon and to enforce the ex- 
ylsion from. this Hall of a reporter. He knew 

something of Mr. Sargeant, and he knew him to 

be a man of unimpeachable integrity. 





Mr. ADAMS said, as he was in some degree | 
involved in this controversy, inasmuch ashe was | 


ded to in the article complained of by the gen- 
a from Pennsylvania, he would take the 
liberty to call for a more explicit specification of 


the charge against the reporter than had yet been | 


made. He did not find, in the rules, any arbi- 
trary power given to the Speaker to displace any 
of the reporters of the House. Still less should 
it be done on the call of a single member who 
might have taken displeasure toward the reporter. 
He asked for something more specific—some- 
thing which would give authority to the Speaker 
toact. With respect to the facts stated by the 
reporter, though he would say nothing of the in- 
ference which the reporter had drawn, and in 
which it would appear he had taken the liberty 
to state what his feelings were with respect to the 
facts, he was at a loss to know what facts, as 
stated by the reporter, the gentleman complained 
of as being untrue. As far as related to him, they 
were strictly true; and he took it for granted that 
it must have been apparent at the time, to every 
member of the House, that the proceeding of the 
gentleman was extremely disorderly. The re- 

rter had, perhaps, misdescribed his looks, but 
fre did not consider that his looks formed a part 
of the proceedings of the House. [A laugh.]} 
He would be sorry if they did. But with regard 
to the statement, so far as it related to himself, 
he would indorse it as being strictly true. The 
reason why he did not answer the gentleman at 
the time was, because he did consider it a piece 
of impertinence. He turned then (as stated in 
the report) to the Speaker, said that he had cailed 
for the yeas and nays, and made no answer to 
thegentleman. Butacircumstance occurred which 
the reporter had not mentioned; and that was, 
that there was a shout of laughter from all sides 
of the House. 

Mr, INGERSOLL. At your expense. 

Mr. ADAMS. Because, perhaps, it was sup- 
posed that he was afraid to answer the question. 
The House might amuse itself at his expense. 
He had no sort of objection. But for the satis- 
faction of members who had amused themselves 


at his expense, he would now state that he was | 
not the author of the resolution, nor did he know | 


anything about it until it was presented here. 

f, for the offense of stating the facts as they 
occurred, the reporter was to be dismissed, he 
hoped it would not be by an arbitrary decision 
of the Speaker, but by the act of the House it- 
self. And he would add further, that if, for the 
inference which the reporter drew (without any 
communication with him) from his observations 


and from the transaction, he was to be dismissed, | 


and he, by assuming to himself the responsibility 


of vouching for the correctness of the statement, | 


could relieve the reporter from the burden, he was 
ready to do it. 

Mr. SAUNDERS (leave being given for ex- 
planation) said that his reference to the Hartford 
convention was for the purpose of showing the 
origin of the proposition contained in the Massa- 
chusetts resolutions. His reference to the gen- 
tleman was not to show that he approved of that 
convention, but to show how it was revived; 
and that, though the gentleman was not con- 
nected with that convention, yet he was con- 
nected with the revival of it. He did not under- 
stand the gentleman as saying that the inquiry 
that he made was impertinent, because he stated 
that he saw it contradicted that the resolutions 
of Massachusetts were not signed by the Gov- 
ernor. 

Mr. ADAMS continued. It was not his in- 
tention to intimate, on any occasion, that the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina was impertinent, 
though he considered his questiuns out of order, 
and out of place in the gentleman who had fre- 
quently called him to order for irrelevancy. Now, 
how the gentleman from North Carolina could 
show any xelevancy between the doings of: the 
Hartford convention and the question then pend- 
ing, he left it to the gentleman to explain. After 
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|| dwelling at length on the irrelevancy of the Hart- | 
ford convention to the pending question, he went 
on to explain why he refused to answer Mr. In- 
GERSOLL’s question. If I had been the author of 
the resolutions, why should | be ashamed of it? 
, Am L afraid of anything? Though I would not 
say—as a chivalrous gentleman once said here— 
1 was born without fear, yet | am not known to 
be given to fear. He was not, therefore, the | 
author of these resolutions; and if he had been, || 
|| he would not have denied them, for they met his || 
-approbation. After referring to the Latimer pe- 
| tition, on which these resolutions were founded, 
he said that his son was the author of these reso- || 
|| lutions, and the presenter of that petition in the || 
|, Massachusetts Legislature, and that they passed || 
|| both branches by almost a unanimous vote. He 
believed that the amendment to the Constitution || 
which those resolutions proposed—i. e. taking 
away the representation of the southern States 
founded on slave population—ought to be made; 

1 and he believed in his soul, if it was not made 
before long, this Union would tumble into pieces. 
Mr. GILMER called the gentleman to order. 

Mr. C.J.INGERSOLL begged the gentleman | 
from Virginia to permit the gentleman to go on. 

Mr. GILMER said he must object, if this sub- 
ject was to be continued. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL hoped the gentleman 
would not interfere. 


ing the disclosures that were making. 


| that, when the subject came into the House in | 


|| the report of the committee, the gentleman would | 


have full opportunity of discussing it. 


Mr. ADAMS, afier a few more remarks, con- 


| cluded by saying that he indorsed the report of 
Oliver Oldschool as correct. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL having obtained the 
floor, 
Mr. WISE asked the gentleman to yield it to 
him for an explanation. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL declined, stating that 
it was a personal matter. 
Mr. WISE claimed the floor, on the ground 
that the gentleman had already spoken. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said this was a per- | 
| sonal matter to himself; and he declined acceding 
to the request of the gentleman. He claimed the 
floor. 
Mr. I. was then understood to say that the 
| subject which he had brought before the House 
was one which was personal to himself and to 
/every member on that floor; but, by the license 
|| of the gentleman from Massachusetts, who was 
| master of all the contrivances of personal im- 
| punity, it had been made a much larger ques- | 
tion than was submitted by him. The House 
| would therefore excuse him if he called upon the 
|| Speaker in the first place, and on every member | 
|| of the last Congress, to say if he had not, atall | 
| times, treated that gentleman [Mr, Apams] with 
|| more than the respect due to age or membership | 
|| —with a deferential and almost filial respect—so | 
| much so that a relative on that floor had deemed | 
| it necessary to caution him against carrying it to | 
'| an extent to elicit the very opposite treatment of | 
| that to which it should have entitled him. And 
he would add by appealing to all the members | 
| of the present Congress whether, during any pe- | 
| riod of the session, he was permitted to open his | 
| mouth without some sarcastic taunt or illiberal | 
| impertinence from the member from Massachu- | 
| setts? so that the public press, his constituents, 
and personal friends, all admonished him that 
forbearance ought to cease, and that retort had | 
| been rendered indispensable. His rights had been | 
trampled upon to such an extent that it was im- | 
possible an longer tamely to submit. 


|| The venerable member near me put his indorse- 
‘| ment upon the ridiculous portrait of the lettér- 
| writer, of his ‘calm dignity.’’ The ‘‘calm dig- | 
nity’’ of that irascible elder! Heaven defend us | 
| from such calmness, and such dignity. None but 
|| such a letter-writer could so misrepresent the total 
|| want of both calmness and dignity of the member 
| from Massachusetts. And I will take this occa- 


| 
| 
| 
} 
i 


|| sion to add, that every time that [ have ventured | 


| to say one word in this House, to or of the gen- 


He could tell him that he || 
_ never made a greater mistake than in interrupt- | 


| Mr. GILMER repeated his objections to the || 
gentleman’s speaking on that subject; and said || 


199 


of my colleagues, who have kindly investigated 
the matter, are satisfied,) and all probably pro- 
ceeding, therefore, from some letter-writer; some 
threatening me with personal vengeance if ever | 
ventured again to address a word to the pet of 
this Mr. Lynch—the member from Massachu- 
setts. Now, | proclaim to him, and | proclaim 
to Mr. Lynch, that, as long as he persists in what 
I denounce as his wicked attacks upon the Union 
and Constitution of this country, 1 will never 
cease to hold him up to the public reprobation 
which I think he deserves, and, I trust, will be 
his punishment. I have, Mr. Speaker, beyond 
my feelings as an American citizen, an attachment 
to this Constitution ofa peculiar character, though 
notso given to vaunt my fearlessness as-the mem- 
ber from Massachusetts, So help me God, I will 
lay down my life, if necessary, rather than that 
Constitution shall be torn, by rude and ungrate- 
ful hands, to atoms, And I now give the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts notice that Lam anx- 
iously watching his course on this subject; and 
that I will, on all occasions, oppose, denounce, 
and defeat itif Lean. If 1 had had occasion to al- 
lude to the son he has mentioned, the delicacy 
from which, L trust, i never depart, would have 
prevented my naming him, but by some inoffen- 
sive parliamentary circumlocution; but since he 
has mentioned that son, and all the circumstances 
attending the resolution in question, is there any 
thing strange in the supposition that the son may 
have taken the father’s advice aud assistance in 
so momentous a movement? Would it be strange 
thatany son should consulta parent who had been 
Chief Magistrate of the United States, and also 
charged for many years with its chief executive 
department, before he assailed their constitution? 
and was there anything impertinent or offensive 
in aquestion respectfully submitted, as mine was, 
to ascertain whether the son was not the father’s 
instrument in a movement which he says he is 
not ashamed of, and which | am’ ashamed to see 
that he appears to glory in? 

Sir, confidence between gentlemen is sacred; 
and no power on earth should wring from me, on 





| this floor, the name of my informant, who with- 
| out any confidential communication, without re- 
| serve or hesitation, stated to me, two days ago, 


in the lobby of this House, that the resolution 
of the gentleman was written or prepared by the 


‘father, and hustled through the Legislature of 
| Massachusetts, in the confusion of the closing 
| scenes of a session, without the knowledge of 
/more than the eight or ten Abolitionists wha par- 
|| ticipated in the clandestine contrivance. 
| formant was a citizen of Massachusetts; a man 


My in- 


of the highest standing and character—as much 
so as the member from Massachusetts himself— 
and whose word for any statement he makes 
| would be, either there or here, received with at 


|, least as much respect; and to this | must add, 


| furthermore, that this very morning | was in- 
| formed by another highly respectable personage, 


‘| no longer a member of this House, that when he 


| was a member, some ten years ago, or there- 
, abouts, he heard the member from Massachusetts 
| declare, in his seat, that his business here was 
| the detestable errand of disorganizing the com- 
| promises of the Constitution, and separating a 
| large number of the ancient commonwealths of 

the United States from their glorious confederacy. 
| Yes, sir; a gentleman, under the mere color and 
| pretext of the abused right of petition, is now to 
| dismember this Union, not because there is sla- 

very in some of the States, but because he and 


| his own State have not hada due share of the 


| advantages of the Union. He who was once a 
| poor usher ina college, struggling for his daily 


|| bread—and I mention it not for his dispar 


ment, far from it—and rose afierwards to fillevery 
| important office under the Federal Government; 
| American embassador at nearly every Court in 
Europe; judge of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
| ted States; Secretary of State; and at last Presi- 


dent;—with all the emoluments of all these places 


'| in full, is not content, because he has not had his 


due share of the current advantages of the Amer- 
| ican Union; and that noble old Commonwealth, 
| from which | am remotely descended myself, and 
whose honor and prosperity I therefore cherish 


| with cordial affection, with her $300,006,000 of 


| tleman from Massachusetts, | have received anon- i taxable property, her own tariff act, and manu- 


|| ymous letters, all signed ‘* Lynch’’—all in the | 
\| Same writing—all written in this House, (as two | 


| factures in immanse prosperity, her navigation 
including Maine, which was once sounatiionty 
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chusetts, exceeding that of any other State in the i Massachusetts—who succeeded to that office after | shall they be encouraged or endured in these mo. 


Union, her commerce, her wealth, hereverything | the honorable gentleman over the way, (Mr 


that the Federal Government can bestow—— 

The SPEAKER checked the gentleman for ir- 
relevancy. 

Mr. INGERSOLL said that he would follow 
the gentleman from Massachusetts no further in 
his aberrations than simply to add (which was, 
indeed, all he intended to say) that the oldest son 
and favorite child was discontented, forsooth, and 
that old Massachusetts herself was dissatisfied, 
because she had not more of the benefits of the 
Union; and those infernal maniacs, the Aboli- 
tionists, had commissioned the member from 
Massachusetts to come here and put an end to it. 

The venerable gentleman had also rebuked an 
honorable gentleman from North Carolina, {Mr. 
Savunpers,} for connecting the resolution of Mas- 
sachusetts with its putative paternity, in an iden- 
tical resolution of the Hartford convention. 

Mr. SAUNDERS here made some explana- 
tion, which was not distinetly heard. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Sir, 
tion to give on that subject to the member from 
Massachusetts, who, besides boasting of his cour- 
age, vapors likewise about the great dangers he 
overcame by waging war upon the Hartford con- 
vention. ow, | happen to know all about it; 
and, as he provokes a mere disclosure of the 
trath, I take this occasion to say that we know, 


as yet, nothing of his hostility to the Hartford | 


convention. When that detestable cabal made 
their attempt upon the Union, no worse then than 
his now, he was abroad in Europe, officially de- 
nouncing to the Russian prime minister the folly 
and weakness of the war we were waging against 
Great Britain; or at Ghent, negotiating a peace 
which he deemed necessary because, with but 


army, weak and penurious Government, what 
could we expect but defeat and disgrace? He 
was saving us by peace from the Hartford con- 
vention, while we were saving ourselves by manly 
war. 

Long after it was all over, and when the Hart- 
ford convention became a putrid and stinking 


carcass of despicable disaffection, the scorn and | 


derision of every man, woman, and child in the 
country, and the member from Massachusetts 
was a candidate for the Presidency, none so brave 
as he to denounce and trample upon the Hartford 
convention. Nonconstat whether, if he had been 
here during its session, he would have been so 
brave an opponent of it. 

After thus, Mr. Speaker, following the mem- 
ber from Massachusetts through the flights of 
bravery and patriotism, on which he has thought 
proper to expatiate, let us come down to the only 
eubject I brought to the attention of the House— 
his friend Oliver Oldschool, whose portrait of the 
* calm dignity’’ and innocent manner of the ven- 
erable gentleman from Massachusetts proves be- 
= a question that he is not much of a limner, 

owever he may excel as a letter-writer. Sir, I 
object entirely to the plea of procrastination which 
the member from Massachusetts has put in to 
defend his friend the portrait painter from your 
immediate and absolute action, Mr. Speaker, 


which is what I demand of you on this occasion, | 
@s representing the dignity and power of the | 


House, as it ought to reflect the dignity and power 
of a great people. 

The member from Massachusetts, so patriotic 
that he abhors the Hariford convention, is also 
so much of a Democrat that he cannot abide the 
absolute action of the presiding officer of this 
House upon a flagrant offender. Now, sir, that 


reporters and letter-writers are all here tenants at 
sufferance—tenants by good behavior. And so 
are we ourselves: every member of this House 
holds his seat by the tenure of good behavior. 
We cannot censure and abuse each other, without 
liability to restraint and punishment; nor should 
the Speaker, whose duty it is to check us, suffer 
= een mma of the lobby to indulge > oe 
calumnies derogatory to our proceedings, dis- 
— to our roel and atsiessunad to our 

vernment. The rule of this House, sir, I read 
when I was up before; and I beg leave now to 
confirm it, by calling your attention to the new 
rules industriously elaborated in a special com- 
mittee, of which | was an humble member, unde 


have no explana- || 


| this city; for, as Sir Fretful 


mittee to exclude from the galleries of this House 
all but fairand honest reports of the reality of its 


| proceedings. Letter-writers may calumniate or 

| caricature us if they will; we are always liable to 

| those abuses; but as representing seventy thou- | 

| sand respectable and decorous people on this | 
|| floor, I will never suffer their rights, of which I | 
| am the real trustee here, to be violated by traduc- | 

tion, palming itself upon the community as an | 
| authorized version, a true report of the proceed- 


eo of this body. 
r. Speaker, the rules, both old and new, give 
you the absolute power to admit (and, of course, 


| by irresistible implication, to exclude) reporters, 
letter-writers, of a class unknown to our regula- | 
_ tions, multiplying so fast upon our deliberations | 
| that, whenever I go home after a session of Con- | 
| gress, I am congratulated by my constituents and | 
| friends as if I had escaped from scenes of daily | 
| dreadful and deadly violence and danger. In vain 
_do I endeavor to convince them that these dan- 
| gers are the chimeras of the letter-writers, and 


very seldom part of the deliberations of the House 
of Representatives. 
may be permitted to say, in t 


ters could be reduced, long before the next census 


| they would exceed the number of members on 
| this floor, and usurp and abuse all its functions. || 
| Yes, sir, men addicted to fear; men who are not || 
afraid of other men inthe performance of their 


public duties, are obliged to dread the secret dag- 


The 


the natural offspring of such a parentage. 


| fisticuff, the bludgeon, the dirk, the pistol, the 
| musket, lynch law, with all its abominations, are 

the only resort, uniesa we are vindicated accord- | 
Therefore it is, | 
sir, that | brought up this case the moment I saw || 


ing to legitimate regulations. 


it, without an instant’s hesitation, after a short, 


hurried, and imperfect coneultation with one or |! 


two friends, because, not being of the most fla- 
er kind to begin with. 
anybody else. 


others who have confided their public interests to 
my care, | call upon you to enable me to perform 


that duty without the fear of calumny, ridicule, |) 
and abuse, superadded by false reports of the au- || 
thorized tenants of places in this House, to the | 


lentiful outpouring of that sort of visitation which 
turbs my nerve or my temper; but it shall not, if 


these things, or any other occasion, for quarrel 


_ and commotion, but anxiously avoid them. 
is exactly what I call fur at your hands. These | 


dentally to my knowledge through the kindness 
of a fellow lodger, where my apartments are, in 
lageary says, in the 
play of The Critic, * there isalwayssome damned 


were to say of another what is written here of its 


| proceedings: would itbe endured ? Would not its 
| indecorum be instantly put down, its repetition 
| punished, and, if reiterated, might not expelsion 
_ be the only atonement for such disorder: B cov 
| shall we permit these chartered libelers, who “‘clip || proved to be commensurate only with his men- 
| us round about,’’ who live upon exaggeration and |, dacity. 
| excitement, who knead their daily bread by egre- || 
| gious misrepresentation of (for the most part) 


And 


the chairmanship of the honorablegenuemanfrom | quiet and orderly deliberations of this body— 


. || strosities ? 
| Wise,] whom you appointed to it, left us, on a | 
| visit to his family. According to the rules of |, 

|| committee honor, 1 am not permitted to divulge 

|| individual sentiments there; but I am permitted || 
|| to say that the new rules (which Mr. I. read) || 
| clearly indicate the great pains taken in that com- || writers, these freebooters of the press, b 
'of daily calumny ejaculated from this 


It was justly remarked, I | 

e course of the in- | 
dustrious labors of the Committee on Rules—it | 
_ was justly remarked bya gentleman of great dis- | 
tinction and respectability, (looking round to- 
| wards Mr. Wurre, the late Speaker,) that, unless |, 


' | the number and licentiousness of these letter-wri- || 
three frigates for a navy, five regiments for an | 


| proved upon him by the oaths of res ' 
|| nesses on examination in one of the courts of this 
|, District. 


ose mon 
I venture to assert, from some ner 
sonal experience of the truth, that no represen, 
ative body is less disorderly than this; that 1, 
parliamentary representation of England, France, 
and Spain, are more tumultuous, and Oftentimes 
more disorderly; whereas this corps of leti;. 


y Strings 
Capito} 
States, 
On and 


over the broad expanse of these United 
and returned upon us by general indignati 


| reprobation, give Congress forth to the world a, 


habitually guilty of those excesses which are th, 
chimeras, not of their imaginations, but, as j, 
the present instance, of their downright and |yb. 
berly misrepresentations of what everybody her, 
knows to be the truth. Therefore it is, sir, tha, 
I have taken up one of the first stones of his 
kind that, as far as the subject has been broush, 
to my attention, has been lately cast at me; and 
acting on a prompt, and I trust honest, impulse 
I make a point of it. Icall upon you, sir, as on. 
of those who placed you where you are—| 4, 
not mean‘as one of any party, but as a membe, 
of this whole body—to withdraw the letter-wri:. 
ing facilities of this Oliver Oldschool. I tell you, 
on my own responsibility, that his name is Nathan 
Sargeant: I do not know that he will have the 
meanness to deny his name; bat, if he does, | 
promise to prove it. I ask for no immediate ac. 


| tion; I submit no resolution; but I call upon you, 


as the presiding officer of this House of Repre. 
sentatives, to protect its members from interrup- 


| tion, inconsistent with deliberation, and extremely 


injurious to the well being of a body ,which, I trust, 
without distinction of party, will feel that all are 
equally interested to put an end to such abuses, 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, addressed the 


|| House at some length in relation to the resolution 
| of the Legislature of Massachusetts for the amend- 


ment of the Constitution; in the course of which 
he stated that the petitions upon which that res- 


|| olution was founded were signed by sixty thov- 
| sand freemen of Massachusetts. 

gers of these calumniators, and are often deterred || 

from what they deem indispensable duty by the | 

anonymous pens brandished all around us by the || 
| permission of our presiding officer, according to | 
| what seems to be a rule of this House. The scene 
_ which occurred yesterday, before the meeting of 
| the House, behind your chair, Mr. Speaker, is 


Mr. GILMER inquired whether that petition 
was not drawn up and signed by a runaway ne- 
gro from Virginia? 

Mr. KING replied that, as to that, after he ran - 
away, if his freedom was purchased, he was a 
free man. 

Mr. GILMER. Purchased without the con- 


/ sent of his owner. 


Mr. KING presumed the petition was signed 
by freemen only; for in Massachusetts they had 
no slaves; every man created in the image of his 
Maker 

Mr. Kixc was here called to order by several 
members. 

The SPEAKER observed that the gentleman 





| could not be permitted to proceed, as objection 
| grant character, itis just, ] conceive, of the prop- | 


Individual protection, I | 
repeat, I do not ask of you, Mr. Speaker, or of || 
But, as a member, the trustee of | 


was made. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved that the gentleman 
have leave to proceed in order. 

Leave being granted, 

Mr. KING proceeded; and some debate ensued 
upon points of order; after which, 

Mr. WISE wished to say a word on this mat- 
ter. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. C. 
Jounson] had called on the members of the House 


|| to say what they knew about this man, in his 
18 the lot of every public American. Sir, no man | 


has ever heard me complain of this; it hardly dis- || 


character of a letter-writer; for that he was a let- 
ter-writer could not be denied. Nathan Sargeant 


| was not on the floor to speak for himself, and he 
| I can help it, through me, distigure and disgrace | 
the Representatives of my country. I do notseek | 


therefore would not interfere with his character, 
if he was not connected with the privileges of the 


/ House. As he was thus called on to speak of 
|, that man’s character, as connected in some sort 
The newspaper | hold in my hand came acci- | 


with the House, he would say, of his own per- 


| sonal knowledge, corroborated by his letters, and 
| corroborated by the oaths of respectable witnesses 
in one of the courts of this District, that he was 
|| @ most mendacious letter- writer, continually false 
_ good natured friend or other to bring these thingsto | 
our notice.’’ Suppose any member of the House || 


in his statements relative to members of Congress 
and proceedings of the House; and a. 
wit- 


Furthermore, what he knew of his 
character was that, when called upon personally 
to account for his lies, this man’s cowardice 


Mr. C. JOHNSON made some remarks, which, 
from the noise of conversation in some parts 0 
the House, the reporter could not hear. THe was 
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, however, to express the opinion that || 
some measure ought to be adopted to put a stop 
to the license taken by letter-writers, and to limit 
the namber admitted on the floor, which produced 
eonfusion in the House and among the members. 
He therefore submitted a distinct motion, that no 

beadmitted within the bar of the House, 
put those belonging to the city papers. This, in | 
his opinion, was the only way to get rid of the | 
gboses they committed. 

The SPEAKER remarked to the gentleman 
from Tennessee that his proposition was one that 
went to a change of rules, and could not be intro- 

without notice. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then said that he would, 
on the first opportunity, give the required notice. 

Mr. HOLMES would barely remark that, in 
his opinion, the best conclusion of the proceed- 
ings was in the very mode suggested by the gen- 
tleman. Surely, if there was not in that chair the 
power and right and vigor sufficient to keep this 
House in order, and prevent these ebullitions of 
temper from one member to another, the dignity 
of the body, which was supposed to concentrate, 
in some measure, that of the nation, wasatan end. 
The power must extend in a circle from the Chair 
te control and keep in order not only all who 
were members of the body, but those who, by 
courtesy, Were permitted to come within the Hall 
te record its proceedings. The remedy was not 
to be found in a motion to expel—exciting those 
very feelings that ought to be suppressed—but in 
the exercise of the power of the Chair. So help 
him God, had the honor fallen on him to preside 
over that body, he would not hesitate an instant 
to call to order any member, be he the most dis- 
tinguished or the most humble, if he transgressed 
agzinst those rules of courtesy and decorum which | 
should characterize their proceeding; and, if ne- 
cessary, would call for the assistance of the House 
to aid him in preserving order; and if any report- 
er or letter-writer should interfere to excite an- 

feelings among the members, and misrepre- 
sent what took place here, he would expel him 
with ignominy. He was sure the families of 
members would bless the presiding officer as a 
peace-maker, oor poreane such a course.. 

Mr. WINTHROP hoped, that whatever was 
done, either by the House or by the Speaker, 
weald be done at least after a night's sleep. He 
remarked the other day that the House had been 
engaged in the discussion of first principles. 








— 


They had had the habeas corpus act under consid- | 


eration, and then the right of petition; and now 
itseemed to him that they had the question of 
the freedom of the press before them. 


Mr. KING, of New York, called the gentle- | 


man to order, on the ground that there was no 
ion before the House. 
Mr. HOLMES insisted that there was a ques- 
tion before the House, and that the member had 
erght to proceed. 


Mr. KING, of New York, made some remarks | 


om the point of order, which the reporter could 
not collect, as the position of the gentlerhan is 
mch that he cannot be seen, and hardly heard, 
aithe reporter’s desk. 

The SPEAKER stated that the debate had 
teen permitted to proceed by the general consent 
of the House, amounting, as the Chair thought, 
to a suspension of the rules. He could not, 


therefore, call a gentleman to order after others 


bad been permitted to speak on the subject. 

Some further conversation took place, when 

Mr. HOPKINS raised the point of order that 
as there was, in fact, no question before the 
House on which the previous question could be 
moved, and therefore no way of terminating the 
discussion, it was out of order. 

The SPEAKER again stating his opinion, and 
declining to arrest the discussion, 

Mr. HOPKINS appealed. 


An irregular conversation ensued on the point | 


involved ,in which Messrs. DROMGOOLE,HOP- 

KINS, BARNARD, WINTHROP, C. JOHN- 

SON, W. HUNT, and SCHENCK, took part; 

when a motion was made by some member to 
rn. 


he SPEAKER was about putting the ques- 


tion on adjournment, when 
Mr. SCHENCK insisted that a motion to ad- 
journ was not ia order while he had the floor. 
yeas and nays were then taken on the 
adjournment, and resulted—yeas 52, nays 127. 








THE 
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the proceedings of this House. He wished so to 
amend the rules as to confine the admissions to 
reporters of the city papers alone. He did not 
see how the matter could be adjusted otherwise. 


The SPEAKER said the subject could only be 


Some irregular conversation then ensued, in | 
which Messrs. PAYNE, BIDLACK, BAR- 
NARD, SCHENCK, MORRIS, and others took 
part. Ultimately the subject was indefinitely 
postponed, on the motion of Mr. McCLER- 


NAND. aia entertained by general consent. And he further 
Mr. C. JOHNSON then called for the orders ~ stated that the business of the morning hour was 
of the day. the report of the Committee on Rules. 


The SPEAKER said the order of the day was 
the report of the committee on rules; on which 
Mr. Waicurt, of Indiana, had the floor. 

Mr. HARDIN moved an adjournment; which 
was withdrawn, after an attempt to get the yeas 
and nays thereon. 

Several members wished the orders of the day 
to be suspended, as it could not be expected that 
the gentleman from Indiana could calmly discuss 
that important question, after so much excitement 
had prevailed in the House. 

And, after some conversation, the subject was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, in order to 
take up for consideration the private bills upon 
the docket. 

The motion was negatived, upon a division— 
ayes 66, noes 78. 

On motion of Mr. RAMSEY, the House then 
adjourned. 


Mr. BLACK wished to offer a paper for the 
consideration of the House in connection with 
the subject alluded to by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. C. Jonnson.]} 

Objection was made. 

Mr. WISE, from the minority of the Commit- 
tee on Rules, made a report; which was ordered 

| to be printed. 

Mr. BLACK again desired permission to offer 
the paper which he held in his hand; and he called 
apon the Clerk to read it for the information of 
the House. 

Objections were made to the reading. 

After some irregular conversation, the House 
consented to hear the paper read. 

The Clerk read it accordingly, as follows: 


For disseminating correct information of the proceedings 
of this House among the people, 

Be it resolved, That a committee of five be appointed 
forthwith to consider and report, as soon as practicabic, of 
the expediency and practicability of instituting, in lieu of the 
present system of reporting, a corps of reporters, to be ap- 
pointed and paid by the House, and located therein, whose 
duty it shall be to attend the Hoase when in session, and 
to report faithfully and literally everything that is done or 
attempted to be done officially therein, whether the same 
be in the affirmative or the negative, truly and to the letter 
as it occurs; and also all decisions, motions, points of or- 
der, or otherwise ; bills, resoiutions, and every action of 
the House; of any member thereof, in his capacity as such; 
and of the Committees of the Whole House; also all the 
conversations, remarks, declarations, decisions, and 
speeches of the Speaker. the members, or officers of the 
House, addressed to the House or to the Comnniittees of the 
Whole House exactiy as they are made, delivered, or 
spoken. 

And that said committee inquire and report of the expe- 
diency and practicability of publishing said reports by the 
House, or the authority thereof, from day to day, or at 
longer periods of time, in newspaper, pampbiet, or ether 
form, to be mailed free of postage, to any person or persons 
who may subscribe and pay in advance therefor the sum of 

—— cents per session. 

And that said committee inquire and report of the expe- 
diency of requiring said reporters, before they eater upon 
the duties of their office, to take an oath that they will well 
and truly perform the duties assigned them as reporters of 
the House, to the best of their knowledge and ability, and 
that they will not, during their continuance in office, report, 
or write for any other newspaper, pamphiet, or other publi- 
cation ; and that said committee inquire and report how 
many reporters «ught to be appointed; what amount of 
money ought to be paid to each, as a compensation for bis 
services ; how these reports ought to be pubdirshed— whether 
by means of a Government printing press, or by contract 
with individuals, or in what other way ; and, also, as to the 
proper means of distributing the same to those who may 
subscribe therefor. 


The SPEAKER said the subject could only be 
entertained by general consent. 

Objections were made; and it went over with- 
out any action thereon. 


REPORT ON THE RULES. 


The SPEAKER announced the business of the 
morning hour to be the report of the Committee 
on Rules, on which the gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Wricut} had the floor. 

Mr. WRIGHT proceeded to address the House 
on the subject of the 25th (the oid Qist) rule, and 
on the right of petition, but only an occasional! 
word which he uttered could for some time be 
heard. He was understood to say that he wished 
to define his position on the subject before the 
House; and he proceeded to state that he could 
not vote for the retention of that rule; and then 
to reply to the remarks of gentlemen who had 
preceded him in argument against the reception 
of certain petitions. He quoted, from oe 

Also. of W. H. Cunningham, | %0nal reports of proceedings at an earlier pert 
iijate Ld fine Rentbeal coubnent patvaiatanasans to nd | of our history, the language of Mr. Madison and 
|| certain moneys wrongfully collected by the Post Office De- | others, to show what had been _ a — 
aes. by those who must be supposed to know whiat 

Mr. SLIDELL withdrew from the flies the remonstrance | aed . 

Ss : j © | power the Constitution was designed to confer. 
of the General Council of New Orleans, and of the Coun Per he Clerk also, at hie request, fead she language 


| eils of the First and Third Municipalities of New Orleans, ‘ ‘ 
against the extension of the port of New Orleans, with of Mr. Grundy on the subject of the right of pe- 


|| Other papers ; and they were yeierred to the Committee 00 || titign, 
| Commerce, Mr. WRIGHT then resamed his argument. 
VES Gentlemen talked about the right of petition being 
eo OF MERE tae . |agrant. Hecontended that it was a right which 
Satuapar, Jenuary 27, 1844. | belonged to man asa man. It could be traced to 
_ Mr. C. JOHNSON rose to make the motion of | no act of Parliament; it was guarded by the Con- 
| which he yesterday gave notice, to amend the | stitution, but not it. It existed in 
rules of the House, in relation to the reporters of | ith the freedom of speeeh. He believed 





The following petitions presented to-day were handed to 
the reporters by the members presenting them : 

By Mr. HUBARD: The petition of the heirs of Captain 
William Evans, for a revolutionary invalid pension ; which 
was referred to the Cummittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Also, papers containing additional evidence in behalf of 
the claim of the heirs of Major Tariton Woodson, for com- 
matation pay; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolauouary Claims. 

By Mr. PRATT : Five petitions for a mail route from 
Prattsville, through Lexington, Westkill, and Millville, in 
the county of Greene, to Shandaker and Pattensville, in 


geeretanes tw the Committee on the Pust Office and Post 
ads. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Campbell couety, Kentucky, praying for the establishment 
of a mail route trom Newport. by the way of Pive-mite and 
Twelve mile creeks. and Carthage, to Beallmont, in said 
county ; which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. KING, of New York : The petition of inhabitants 
of Dupeyster, New York, to abridge the framking privilege 
and reduce the rates of postage; aiso, the petition of inhab- 
itants of Gouverneur, New York, for the same objects ; 
both of which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. C. M. REED: The petition of citizens of Clarion 
| county, Pennsylvania, asking a new mail route from Law- 

renceburg, in Armstrong county, to Lawsenham, in Ciar- 
} ion county. 

Also, the petition of Horace Leet and one hundred citi- 
zens o1 Potter county, Pennsylvania, asking a reduction in 
the rates of postage. 

Also, three petitions of citizens of Erie county, praying 
an appropriation to continue the public improvement inthe | 
harbor at Erie. 

By Mr. RUSSELL: The petition and papers of John 
Elwyn, praying for relief ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

By Mr. RAMSEY: The memorial of namerous citizens 
of Pennsylvania, asking that such an alteration may be made 
in the law requiring coasting licenses as may exempt from 
its operation all canal boats employed in the domestic coal 
trade, which are dependent upon the application of the ex- 
ternal power of animals, or steam, to propel them; which 
was referred to the Conmnittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HAMLIN: The petition of Abner Taylor and 
twenty others, merchants of Bangor, Maine, in favor of a 
drawback on domestic spirits manufactured from foreign 
molasses, and exported from the country. © 

Aliso, the petition of Jonathan Marston and thirty-three 
others, masters, ship owners, and others, citizens of Maine, 
for an appropriation for the erection of a light-house at the 
entrance of Little river harbor, in the town of Cutler; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. McCONNELL: The memorial and accompany- 
ing documents of Doctor R. R. G. Lee, of Cherokee coun- 
ty, Alabama, asking pay for services as surgeon in the Flor- 
ida war. 

Also, the memorial of Captain Biliy Casey, of. Coosa 
county, Alabama, praying an increase of pension. 


| common Wi 
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the amendment of the Constitution, in relation to itself throughout the whole country; stopped by here for receiving them. 


. ‘ yi 
this right, was introduced at the instance of Vir- | 


ginia; it came from the Old Dominion, though it 
was merely placed there, as he had said, by way 
of guard; for it was not considered necessary to 
be made a grant, but believed to be a primary 
right which was possessed and enjoyed by our 
Anglo-Saxon ancestors. They felt that they had 
aright to use their own language to participate 
in all the privileges belonging to freemen. There 
was not a department of the Government, through 
all its different ramifications, with the exception 
of this House, where arule like this ever existed. 
And if this House had the right to say what pe- 
tition might or might not be introduced, they had 
assuredly the right to dictate to the States of this || 
Union, He asked those gentlemen whose motto 
was ‘*the Union”? how they would like to see 
State sovereignty dictated toin this manner? How 
many times had the question been asked, during 
this discussion, what should be done with these 
petitions? His answer was, that he would be gov- 
erned by circumstances. Though he regarded 


| 
slavery as an evil, yet he looked upon the pro- ! 
ceedings of those miserable Abolitionists as far || 
worse, When he witnessed such scenes of ex- || 
citement as had been witnessed within that House, || 
he would be for taking the course best calculated 
to allay that excitement; he would aHow the peti- 
tions to be received and disposed of in the most | 
summary manner. He would not object to their 
reception, for that would only increase the ardor 
of the petitioners. Had there not been a report 
upon the subject of the Sabbath mails, they would 
doubtless have had their table loaded with peti- 
tions upon that subject. Where would they have 
been able to stop? His interests and his feelings | 
were with the South; yet he would be willing to || 
change the rule which prohibits altogether the || 
reception of petitions of this nature; and, as a || 
matter of policy, permit them to be received, with | 
a view to being summarily disposed of. So inti- | 
mate was the connection between the question of } 
the abolition of slavery within the District of Co- || 
lumbia and the abolition of slavery throughout || 
the States that he would be disposed to give no | 
vote which would have a tendency to interfere 
with the subject at all. He was not to be led into || 
the question, at this time, as to whether slavery 
was right or wrong. A great change in public |) 
sentiment had taken place upon this subject within | 
the last fifty years. The movement of the human 
mind was onward. A different state of things ex- 
isted in this Hall fifty years ago; and, if they 
were disposed to be true to themselves, true to 
their institutions, true to those who should come 
after them, and to enable the Government to go 
on prosperously, they would avoid the encroach- 
ments which would necessarily follow from too 
severe restrictions upon popular rights. 

Mr. STILES oad, of all the dangers which 
threatened the Union, not one could be found || 
more speedy in its operation, more sure in its 
consequences, or fatal in its results, than foreign 
interference with the democratic institutions of 
the South. Other divisions between citizens of 
this wide-spread country, were but the honest 
differences of opinion, arising from diversity of 
interests, education, and habits; and it was a 
wholesome difference, because it was founded in 
reason, and had for its object the preservation of 
the liberties of the country. Very different were 
such divisions from those which were created by 
the deluded fanatics who acted upon the principle 
that the end justifies the means, which end was | 
the desolation of the fairest region of the earth— | 
the destruction of the most perfect system of so- | 
cial and political happiness. This danger was not 
only great, but increasing. The spirit of aboli- 
tion had advanced, and was advancing. It in- 
creased by opposition; it triumphed by defeat. A 
few years ago, the excitement occasioned by the 
few fanatics who had then enlisted in the cause 
of abolition, was but insignificant. It was deemed 
by the enlightened and reflecting citizen as an 
ignis fatuus, which would expire with the ex- 
haustion of the gas by which it was produced; or, 
if grasped by foreign hands, either by accident or | 
design, that there was no combustible matter in 
its reach, and it would be extinguished by the 
first breath which swept over it. But time had 

roved this to be erroneous. 


| 


| such law? 
| law? This House was but one branch of the Gov- | 
| ernment, and a rule of the House was nota law 
| of Congress; but it might be said that the rule vio- | 


| ance there was the right of the people to assemble 


|| from Massachusetts, [Mr. Winturop,] not*con- 


| tions in matters of law were the feeblest arguments 
| that could be adduced, it was but too evident that 
| those who preceded him dealt chiefly in asser- 


| they could pursue. 
| single instance which supported his position, and 


| spot amidst a sandy waste, it was not surprising 
that he should have sagely seized upon itand de- | 


which the reporter has not at hand to quote.] 


The spark which a | 
ew inflammable materials had breathed into igni- | 
tion, had increased into a flame, which had spread | 
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The principle upon 


neither patriotism nor party, it was already caus- || which this rule for rejecting petitions in England 
5’ 


| ing principle to melt with fervent heat; and if || 


permitted to extend, as it had done heretofore, | 
he found it would involve this country in one 
great conflagration. 


The question before the House, in which this || 
important subject was merged, was whether they || 
Being in |! 
_ favor of retaining the rule, he proposed to notice 
1a few of the objections v hich 


should reject or retain the 2lst rule. 


had been urged | 


was adopted, appears to be this 
tion was extended, in fact, over every part of 1) 
kingdom, and imposed burdens on all the peo ‘ 
| alike, it could answer no purpose for any ae 
ular portion of them to state this as a grievancs 
to the House. Now, how did that reason sores 
spond with the reasoning of the petitioners here: 
They say that a particular institution, not ex. 
tending over the whole country, but confined to 


3 that, QS taxa. 


againstit. First, it was contended that it was a || a particular section of it, and not Imposing an 


violation of the Constitution, and an infringement || 
_ of the right of petition, What portion of the Con- | 
The first amend- || 
ment; and what did that provide? That Congress | 


stitution did this rule violate ? 


should pass no law abridging the right of the peo- 

ple peaceably to assemble and petition for the re- 

dress of grievances. Had Congress passed an 
Did they propose to pass any ab 


lated the right of petition; that it was in opposi- 
tion to the spirit and intention of the Constitu- 


tion, Butit must be admitted by those who argue |! 


thus, that, before the Constitution could be vio- 


ment to the Constitution? It was the attempt, 
under the act of 13 Charles Second, in England, 





abridged the right of petition. The great griev- | 


| 
end state their grievances. It was this subject, 
and not the reception of petitions, as stated by | 
the gentleman from North Carolina, {[Mr.Cutne- 
| 
| 





MAN,] which elicited the eloquence of Fox; and 
his opposition was to the acts of Parliament of 
1795 prohibiting seditious meetings. But the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina said that Mr. Fox 
did not speak upon the reception of petitions, be- 
cause nobody doubted the fact that they ought to 
be received; but let him tell the gentleman that 


| the proposition was never doubted then that Par- || 
| liament had, and did constantly exercise, the right 


of refusing to receive petitions. The gentleman 


tent with mere assertion, had attempted to pro- 
duce authority to that point; but though asser- 


tion, which was certainly the most politic course 
The gentleman had found a | 


as it was an oasis in the desert, a single green 


sired its inscription on the pillars of this Hall, | 
That sentence, however, was the mere dictum of 
the author, and in opposition to the constant prac- 
tice of Parliament, and contradicted by the sen- 
tences which immediately preceded it, as well as 


tences, . 
[Mr. S. here read two sentences from Hatsell, 


In the first sentence he had quoted, the prac- | 
tice of refusing petitions was clearly acknowl- | 
edged, and, in the latter, the declining to receive | 
them was considered as no hardship. 
hasty view which he took of this work, he col- | 
lected a few other instances of the rejection of | 





petitions in the British Parliament. iH 


{Here Mr. S. cited some fourteen or fifteen | 
cases in which the House refused to receive peti- | 


| tions.) 


This showed that the practice was not confined 
to the period adduced by the gentleman from 


Massachusetts, but extended down to 1668; and | 


showed, also, that Parliament was in the con- 
stant habit of rejecting petitions, and that, too, 
on subjects of taxation—the most important ones 
to the people—and on which the right of pétition 
should be held most sacred. The purpose, there- | 
fore, which the gentleman proposed by the rejec- 
tion of this 2lst rule, was not sustained. by the | 
English practice. But as we are referred by the | 
gentleman from New York to English practice 
to learn humanity, let. us look at the reasons 
given by those who were for rejecting petitions 
there, and compare them with the reasons given 


In the |! 


burdens whatever—that it could answer no pur. 
, : 

pose? No, but that it could answer a good py. 

pose for them to petition about a matter in which 

the 


have no interest or concern. 
he reasoning of the gentleman from Massa. 
husetts was, that the people of England, though 


c 
burdened by taxation almost to poverty and ruin 
| must have their petitions rejected; but that thege 


Abolitionists, burdened with nothing but their 


|| own sickly sensibilities, must have their petitions 


received and considered. The most objectionable 
feature that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
found in the rule, was, that it attempts to pre- 
scribe on what subjects the people may petition, 


| This, the gentleman said, was in opposition to 
lated, some legislative enactment must be passed. || 
What was it that led to the adoption of this amend- || 


the Constitution, and at war with parliamentary 
practice. Why, the rule only attempted to reject 


| such petitions as aim atthe destruction & the 


t of | Constitution, which he would attempt presently 
to punish with incarceration the offense of violat- |) . 


ing the provisions of that act, which materially || 


to show; but whilst he was on the subject of 
parliamentary practice, let us inquire what it is, 

The SPEARER announced to the gentleman 
that the morning hour had expired; and Mr. §, 
took his seat. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 


Mr. THOMPSON appealed to the House to go 
into Committee of the Whole, to take up the Pri- 
vate Calendar, which he said had not been taken 
up this session. 

The SPEAKER asked the gentleman to sus- 


pend his motion until he laid before the House 


| some executive communications. 


_ The SPEAKER then communicated the follow- 
ing: 

A message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting a report from the Secretary of 


| War, containing the information called for bya 
| resolution of the House, respecting the number 


of Indians remaining in Florida; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. LEVY, was laid on the table, and 


| ordered to be printed. 


A communication from the War Department, 
in answer to a pesolution of the 10th instant, con- 
taining information relative to the lead mines of 


/the United States; which, on motion of Mr. 
| DODGE, was laid on the-table, and referred to 


the Committee on Public Lands. 

A communication from the War Department, 
in answer to the resolution of the 18th instant, 
transmitting a report from the Topographical 
Bureau, containing information respecting the 


Delaware breakwater. 
that which followed. He would read those sen- |; 


On motion by Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 
A message from the President of the United 


| States, inclosing a letter from the Secretary of 


State, accompanied by a note from the Spanish 
Minister, on the subject of the schooner Amistad; 
which, : 

On motion of Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, was 
referred to the Committee on Fereign Relations, 
and ordered to be*printed. 


REPORTS OF THE PROCEEDINGS. 


Mr. BLACK again asked leave to submit the 
resolution in relation to reporting the proceedings 
of the House; and moved for a suspension of the 
rules for that purpose. ; 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the motion, 
so as to suspend the rules generally, and alto- 
gether . 

On taking the question, the motion was reject- 
ed, and the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. PARMENTER moved that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole, to 
take up bill No. 4. 

Mr. WELLER observed that this, regularly, 
was private bill day; and he supposed, there- 
fore, it would require a vote of two thirds to go 
into Committee of the Whole for any other pur- 
pose. 


se 2.th— 


sa 


oa «2 t, & 


ry 1, 


ple Upon 
1 England 
» aS taxa. 
art of the 
*€ People 
LY partic. 
STE Vance 
ON Corre. 
ers here? 
» Not ex. 
Nfined to 
Sing any 
rno Pur- 
;00d ur- 
1N which 


Massa. 
’ though 
and ruin, 
hat thege 
Ut their 
Petitions 
CUOnable 
chusetts 
| to pre. 
petition, 
Sition to 
mentary 
Lo reject 
ft “v 
resently 
ibject of 
At it ig, 
ntleman 
Mr. §. 


* 


Se to go 
the Pr. 
N taken 


to sus- 
House 


follow- 


United 
etary of 
or bya 
number 
on mo- 
le, and 


‘tment, 
\t, con- 
ines of 
of Mr, 
rred to 


‘tment, 
nstant, 
aphical 
pg the 


laid on 


United 
ary of 
panish 
nistad ; 


4, Was 
ations, 


rit the 
dings 
of the 


otion, 
_alto- 


‘eject- 


Louse 
le, to 


larly, 
here- 
to go 
pur- 


1844. 


The SPEAKER said that the question would 
yire a vote of two thirds. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. Gamer in the chair,) for the purpose of 
7 ing up the Private Calendar. © ; 

The first bill taken up was a bill to provide for 
the adjustment of titles to land in the States of 
Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Alabama, and the Territory of Iowa, and to au- 
thorize claimants to institute suits to try the va- 
lidity of their claims. ' 

Mr. THOMPSON contended that this was a 
ublic bill, and that it ought to be set aside, and 
roceed to the next private bill. 

Pr. SLIDELL begged leave to observe that 
he had consulted with many members of great 


ience in the House, and he had been in- |) . 
a itary Affairs, reported a resolution; which was 
| ordered to lie on the table. 


formed by them that this wasa private bill, within 
the ordinary understanding of the term. He 
trusted that the committee would not pass it by 


because it was a long bill, for it was necessarily | 
so to include the various private interests con- || 
nected with the subject. It was a most important 


House. It affected the rights of individuals only, 
and provided the means by which those rights 
should be ascertained and settled. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the reading of the | 


ill. 

. Mr. THOMPSON said the point was whether 
this wasa public ora private bill. He contended 
that it was a public bill. 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. 
cROSS, SLIDELL, RAYNER, JAMESON, 
and others, took part, on that point. 

Mr. DICKINSON called for the reading of the 
bill, that the House might know what it was. 

[Cries of ** It’s too long.”’} 

Mr. C. JOHNSON made a few observations, 
in which he was understood to contend that this 
bill was a public one, and should not be taken up 
amongst private bills. 

Messrs. VINTON, DAVIS of New York, 
and others, having made some observations, ~ 

Mr. THOMPSON submitted a motion to pass 
the bill by. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 











| 


n putting it to the House, it was decided in | and the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 








The subject was further debated by Messrs. | 


C. JOHNSON, RAYNER, BARNARD, and | 


SLIDELL. 

The subject was passed over; and 

The committee then took up for consideration 
the bill for the relief of John McLaughlin; which 
was adupted, with an amendment. 

The bill for the relief of the widows and or- 
phans of the officers and marines of the schooner 


Grampus, lost at sea, was taken up for consider- | 


ation. 
A debate ensued upon a proposition of Mr. 
Hopgyns to amend the bill by striking out the 


provision for the relief of the brothers and sisters | z Osy 
|| for continuing the construction of the harbor at Michigan 
\| city, in the State of Indian. 


of the deceased in case neither the widow, child, 
or parent of the deceased existed. 


The debate was continued by Messrs. THOM- | 


ASSON and WISE in opposition to the amend- 
ment, and by Mr. RATHBUN in favor of it. 
The amendment was negatived. 
Mr. LEVY moved an amendment so as to make 
the bill applicable to the Sea Gull, one of the ves- 


| 


| ers, for a grant of land to the State of Indiana to aid in the 


| unfinished works at that place. 


| for the construction of the Northern Cross rail- | 
| road, in the State of Illinois. {| 


i i | the reporters by the members presenting them : 
bill, and deserved the speedy consideration of the || re ’ } g 


The amendment, made in committee, to the bill i 
for the relief of John McLaughlin, was adopted; || 


a third time on Monday. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


Mr. FICKLIN asked and obtained leave to || 
withdraw from the files the joint resolutions of | 
the Legislature of Illinois, asking a grant of lands | 


RESOLUTIONS OF NEW YORK. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, presented res- || 
olutions of the Legislature of New York, on the || 
subject of the expenses of the General Govern- | 
ment; which were referred to the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union. I) 


REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 
Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on Mil- 


The House then adjourned. 





| 
The following petitions presented to-day were handed to 
By Mr. FISH: The petition of Lewis B. Loder and oth- 


construction of the Wabash and Erie canal. 
By Mr. TYLER: The petition of David Fisk and others, 


Cattaraugus creek, New York, and for the prosecution of | 


By Mr. DEAN: ‘The petition of Samuel Clarke, a soldier | 
of the last war, who was wounded on duty as a soldier, for 
an invalid pension. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Ohio: The petition of P. Cooney | 


and one hundred and fifly-six others, citizens of Ohiv, pray- || 
ing for a reduction of the compensation of members of || 


Congress to six dollars per day, without any perquisites, | 
and for such a thorough systein of retrenchment as shall 
bring the Government back to its primitive purity. 

By Mr. HAMMETT: The petition of Woodson Wren, 


| praying the confirmation of the title of certain Jauds there- 
| in described, with certain papers showing his title ‘to the 


| areduction of postage, and the abolition of the franking || 


same; which was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

By Mr. FARLEE: The petition of 8. B. Ranson and 
others, of the county of Hunterdon, New Jersey, asking for | 


privilege ; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 


By Mr. HARPER: ‘he petition of George W. Many- | 


| penny, of Muskingum county, Ohio, praying for a law au 
| thorizing a patent to issue to him for certain lands therein 


described; which was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

By Mr. IRVIN: Two memorials, numerously signed by 
citizens of Columbia county, Peunsylvania, praying tor a | 
redaction in the rates of postage, and a proper restriction 
of the franking privilege; which was referred to the appro- 


By Mr. BUFFINGTON: The petition of Josiah Cepley, 
of Armstrong county, Peansylvaniaj praying Congress to 
inquire into the merits of a vessel of war. 

By Mr. STILES: The petition of citizens of the county 
of Cass, in the State of Georgia, praying the establishment | 
of a national foundery in the county of Cass, on the Eto- 
walo river; which was referred to the committee on the 
national foundery. 

By Mr. ROBINSON: The petition of eighty-eight citi- 
zens of Oswego, New York, praying for an appropriation 


Also, the petition of forty citizens of the same place, 


praying fora drawback on foreign goods exported to the || 


British provinces, 
Also, the petition of twenty-one citizens of the same 
place, praying for the passage of a law granting tothe State 


of Indiana the publie lands in the Vincennes district, or so || 


|| much thereof as may be necessary to complete the Wabash | 
|| and Erie canal. 


i 


By Mr. HAMMETT : The memorial of P. B. Key, praying 


and reported progress. 


sels of the exploring expedition. 
_ Mr. WISE said the Government had no official 
information of the loss of the Sea Gull; and he 
recommended the reference of the subject to the 
Naval Committee. 

The subject was debated by Messrs. WISE, 
LEVY, and PARMENTER. , 

The amendment was then negatived. 

Mr. BELSER moved to amend by erasing the | 
words which gave to the surviving relatives six | 
months’ pay, in addition to the pay for the time | 
of actual service of the deceased. 

Mr. SLIDELL opposed the amendment. | 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. | 
SCHENCK and RATHBUN. 

Mr. HALE moved to amend the bill by striking 
out the enacting clause. 

This motion was ruled out of order; and, 

On motion of Mr. WISE, the committee rose, 


i] the passage of a law to authorize the proper officers to allow 
|| compensation for the services rendered by the late F. 8. 
| Key, deceased, to the United States, as counsel in certain 
| cases therein described ; which Was referred to the Com- 
|| mittee on the Judiciary. 

|; By Mr. MACLAY: The petition of E. Herring, in rela- 
| tion to the sale of certain paintings; which was referred to 
|| the Library Committee. 


j 
i 





ously signed by citizens of Iowa, representing that anact | 
was passed by the Legislature of that Territory, chartering | 
an institution of learning, called “‘The Iowa City Col- 
lege,”? under the direction of a board of (twenty-five) trus- 
tees, which charter makes ample provision for the liberal | 


grant a donation of thirty-six sections of land for the use 
and benefit of said college, frog. the unsold lands within 
the limits of Lowa Territory, to be selected by a commit- | 
tee, to be appointed by the board of trustees for that pur- | 
pose, or in such other manner as Congress, in its wisdom, 
may direct; which were referred to the Committee on | 
Public Lands. | 

By Mr. RAMSEY : The memogial of the heirs of Cap- 
tain Noble; which was referred to tue Committee on Rev 
! olutionary Pensions. 


By Mr. DODGE, of Iowa: Four petitions, very numer. || 


education of all classes of citizens, praying Congres= to || 
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IN SENATE. 
Mownpar, January 29, 1844. 
Mr. Simmons, of Rhode Island, appeared in 
his seat to-day, for the first time this session, 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. FOSTER presented a memorial and reso- 
lutions, adopted by the Legislature of Tennessee, 


. 
ee enaETES ee a 


| on the subject of the establishment of a naval de- 


pot on the western waters; which he moved to 
refer to the Naval Committee having charge of 
the subject, and to have them printed; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a petition from John 
H. Pennington, asking Congress to make an ap- 
propriation to test the sufficiency of his invention 
to navigate the air; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, several petitions—one signed by one hun- 
dred and twenty-seven citizens of Alexandria, 
praying Congress to recharter the Farmers’ Bank 
of Alexandria; from fifty-five citizens of Virginia 


| to recharter the Farmers’ Bank of Alexandria and 


the Potomac Bank; and from the citizens of the 
village of Piscataway, Prince George’s county, 


| Maryland, to recharter the several banks of the 


| District of Columbia; which were referred to the 


||} Committee on the District of Columbia. 


Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from Shaw 


| & Corser, contractors for carrying the mail from 


|| Portland to Augusta, praying Congress to pass a 
praying for the erection of a light-house at the mouth of || 


law authorizing the Postmaster General to make 
them compensation for additional labor and ex- 


| penses devolved on them as contractors, in con- 


| sequence of the conduct of the Department, which 
that officer has no power to allow by provisions 
of law; which was referred to the Committee on 
| the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WHITE presented a petition from Michae} 
| French, a soldier of the last war, praying arrears 
of pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from in- 
habitants of Albion, Orleans county, New York, 
praying for the abolition of the franking privilege 
and a reduction on the rates of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition from Edward C. Delevan, of 
Albany, New York, praying Congress to make 
a grantof land to the State of Indiana for the pur- 
pose of completing the Wabash and Erie canal; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Public 

Lands. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from Samue! 
| Bartle and numerous other citizens of Alexan- 
| dria, representing that, under the charter granted 
| to that town, the council have incurred a debt of 
| upwards of five hundred thousand dollars, and 
| that their proceedings have become so improvi- 

dent as to render property there valueless to its 
| holders; and they pray that Congress may pass 
' a law to prevent the common council from incur- 
| ring any further debts, and to equalize the taxes 
| there, by authorizing the taxing of stocks as well 
| as property of other kinds; which was referred to 
| the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition from 


| John Martin, of the town of Hamtramck, for an 


increase of pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from John 
Good, praying remuneration for injuries sustained 
by him from the location of the Cumberland road 
through his farm; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. FULTON presented a memorial from cit- 
izens of Arkansas, on the subject of purchases 
of land in what was called the Bowie claim, com- 
plaining that the law for the adjustment of land 
claims in Arkansas was defective in not permit- 
ting the occupier of the improvements to make 
an entry of his lands; and that the price of the 
lands fixed by the said law was too high. They 
ask legislation upon the subject. 
| The memorial was referred to the Committee 
| on Public Lands. . 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a memorial from 





|| Alexander McIntyre, of York, praying that a 


| light-house may be erected on Western Point, at 
| the mouth of that harbor; which was referred to 


| the Committee on Commerce. 
' Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
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a number of citizens of eastern Pennsylvania, || 
asking for a reduction of the rates of postage; || 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post || 


Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition from sun- 
dry citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for an ap- 
propriation for the erection of adry-dock at Phil- 
adelphia; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a memorial from Commodore Charles W. 
Morris, praying indemnity for certain expenses 


MAIL ROUTE IN ARKANSAS. 
On motion of Mr. SEVIER, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


|| Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 


incurred by him while in command in the Medi- | 
terranean; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Naval Affairs. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, made adverse reports on the 


petition of the children of Thomas D. Conover | 


and the petition of Nahum Ward; which were 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Daniel G. 
Skinner, of Alabama, praying remuneration for 
supplies furnished certain Alabama militia, re- 
ported a bill for his relief; which was read and 
ordered to a second reading, and the report accom- 
panying ordered to be printed. __ 

r. W., from the same committee, 
was referred the petition of Joseph M. Hernan- 
dez, Duncan L. Clinch, John H. McIntosh, Mal- 
achi Hagan, and Alexander Watson, praying 
indemnity for certain Indian depredations in F'lor- 
ida, reported a bill to provide for the settlement 
of claims for losses of property, by reasdn of its 
military occupation, in the Territory of Florida; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Francis A. 
Kerr; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the 
relief of Francis A. Harrison, of Kentucky; which 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of James Mc- 
Intosh, a commander in the Navy of the United 
States; which was read and ordered to a second 
reading, and the report accompanying ordered to 
be printed. 


made an adverse report on the petition of citizens 


of Indiana in behalf of Simeon Kenton; which | 


was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of the General Assembly of Missouri, on the 
subject of establishing additional military posts 


tablishing a mail route from Clacksville, in Johnson coun- 
ty, to Carrollton, in Carroll county, State of Arkansas. 
RIVER IMPROVEMENTS. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to grant a certain quantity of land to aid 
in the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers, and to connect the same by a canal, in the 


| Territory of Wisconsin. 


| 
| 


|| way for the transportation of the troops, &c., of | 
|, the United States; and providing also, that no 
,, greater toll shall be collected than is necessary to 
|| keep the canal and improvements in repair. 


|| the War Department, or the topographical engi- 


|| restore the bill to its original shape. — 
|| he moved to reconsider the vote striking out the 


to which | 


| viding that the proceeds of the land shall be ap- 


| treasury to enable the General Government to go 


ernment should not undertake the improvements, 


for the defense of the western frontier, made an || 


adverse report; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. FULTON gave notice that he would on 


|| New York) -had altered their minds on this sub- 
| ject, and thought it better for the officers of the | 


to-morrow ask leave to introduce a billin relation | 
to donations of land to certain persons in Arkan- | 


sas. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the memorial 
and papers of Baylie Peyton. 

Mr. WHITE made a proposition to withdraw 
from the files certain papers; but, after a few re- 
marks by Mr. KING and the Chair, showing 
that the rules of the Senate forbid such with- 
drawal, he withdrew his motion. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. ARCHER, on leave, introduced a bill 
changing the time of holding the courts of Clarks- 
burg and Wheeling, in the western district of Vir- 


| canal could be betterand more economically done 


| the lake country wit 


| were opposed to the | 
was still some objection to it; and that there were 
| others, who were better satisfied with the bill as | 


‘thi : ; ; 
Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, || this Territory comes into the Union as a State, 


The PRESIDENT said that the question pend- 
ing was on the engrossment of the bill. 

r. TALLMADGE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the latter clause of the first section, 
and the whole of the third section of the bill, was 
stricken out. He had assented to those amend- 
ments the other day, and voted for them under | 


|| the expectation that the bill, as thus amended, | 


would be satisfactory to all the gentlemen who | 


ill; but he found that there 


it stood. He believed that it would be better to 


Therefore, 


last clause of the first section, providing that the 
canal and improvements shall be a public high- | 


Al- 
so, the vote striking out the third section, pro- | 


plied to the improvement, under the direction of | 


neers belonging to that Department. After due 
consideration he believed that this section should 
remain; and that it was better, in the present con- 
dition in which that country was, that the works 
should be constructed under the charge of the Fed- 
eral Government. It would take some little time 
before the proceeds would be received into the 


on with it. Ifthe bill was passed in this form, 
it would have the effect to give security to those 
who purchase the land, that the work will in due 
time be made. They will consequently go on 
and improve their lands. In the mean time, when 


Congress can, if it deem proper, confer the power | 
on the State of Wisconsin to finish the works. || 

Mr. TAPPAN said the Senate had decided, in | 
making these amendments, that the Federal Gov- || 








but that Wisconsin should, when she shall be | 
admitted as a State into the Union. The Senator | 
from New York had assented to these amend- 
ments, and the Senate was satisfied with them; 
but if the Senate (as well as the Senator from 





General Government to undertake and build this | 
canal, then the question should be reconsidered; 
but if they were satisfied, as he was, that the 





by the State of Wisconsin, then they ought to 
vote against the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE made some remarks in 
favor of reconsidering the votes striking out the 
section and clause alluded to. He showed the | 
great importance of the work in a national point | 
of view. He showed that the route on which the | 
improvement was to be made, was one connecting 
the regions of the upper 








|, Mississippi—that it had been used by the French || 


ginia; which was read twice, and referred to the | 


Judiciary Committee. 
REPORTS TO BE PRINTED. 


On motion of Mr. MILLER, the report of the | 


Secretary of the Treasury, showing the condition 
of the banks in the District of Columbia, was or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, the report 
of the Treasury Department concerning the two 
per cent. and three per cent. funds of his State, 
was ordered to be printed. 


| ernment a cent. 


| pense, 


|| 1n substance, was: he 


ane yeurs ago as a great thoroughfare from || 
Quebec to the Mississippi country. He main- || 
tained that the constructing of the canal by the | 
plan proposed in the bill would not cost the Gov- 
He alluded also to a misprint 
in some paper, not mentioned, of his remarks | 
touching the qualifications of the top hical | 
bureau to take charge of that work. He had been 
made to say that, if that corps were to take charge | 
of the work, they would be rdless of the ex- | 
He did not say so. hat he did say, | 
lieved that, as scientific | 
men, there were among those constituting that | 
corps, some greater even than those which any 
nation in Europe co@ld boast—some who would | 
not lose by a comparison with those to be found | 











| third section of the bill, 





January 29 B 


in the celebrated Polytechnicinstitution of Fr, 
and in connection with this, that he had will 
that if any fault could hereafter be found witha 
management of the works by that corps, it wou), 
not be as to the manner in which it was saevend 
but on the score of expense; for that, with them 
ought to be a secondary consideration, though \, 
believed all the economy would be used thar ~ 
possible, and at the same time to have the work 
well executed. 

The a was then 
reconsidered. 

The question then recurring on striking out th. 
last clause of the first section, it was decided jn 
the negative. 

The question now being on striking out ths 


put; and the votes Were 


Mr. HAYWARD rose for the purpose of ». 
newing his motion for the indefinite postponement 
of the bill. He said he was of opinion that th 
further consideration of this bill should be post. 

oned; and he would give the Senate his reasons 

in a very few words, for being of that opinion, 

The principal clause in this bill provides that tw, 

sections of land, of a certain width or depth, on 

each side of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, anj 

the lakes and canals from one end of the stream 

to the other, shall be placed at the sole disposa) 

of Congress, for the purpose of covering, by sal 

thereof, the expense of the improvements pro. 

posed to be effected by this bill; and that wher 

any part or parts of the lands contained or lying 
within those sections shall have been previously 

sold, then other public lands shall be given jn 
lieu thereof, on application to, and under the im. 
mediate direction of, the Secretary of the Treas. 
ury. He did not know the distance from the 
mouths of either the Wisconsin or Fox rivers to 
that spot where the connection with the canal was 
to take place; but as far as he could judge from 
the scale of a map, which he examined with some 
care, it could not be much less than two hundred 
miles. The proposition, therefore, was to im- 
prove and increase the value of the public lands, 
to the extent of one hundred and fifty to two 
hundred miles; and on the pretense alone of 
making those lands more valuable, could the 
Senate give their sanctiontoit. But this pretense 
would not hold good if the fact was—and he be- 
lieved it to be so—that all the valuable lands in 
those sections were already granted, and were at 
this day the property, and in the possession of 
land speculators. The bill would, therefore, legis- 
late for their benefit, and not for the benefit of the 
country. There was not, he was informed and 
believed, a township on either side of the two 
rivers, lakes, or canals, from one extreme to the 
other, worth $2 50 per acre, that was not at this 
moment entered on, and the property of private 
individuals. The bill that the Senate was called 
on to pass was one to improve an extent of one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred miles of the 
public lands; but if the greater and really valu- 
able portion of those lands were in the hands of 
land speculators or private individuals, then the 
benefit of the bill to the public was limited to the 
extent of those lands now unoccupied. He again 
stated, though his information was only on hear- 
say, that there was not an acre of those lands 
worth $2 50, that was not already bought up. 
He maintained that the bill was nothing more or 
less than an unqualified donation to the Territory 
of Wisconsin; and if the Senate felt disposed to 
be generous to that Territory, it should be done 
manfully and openly, and not under the pretext 
of public improvement. 

He had not an opportunity to seek, nor was he 
clothed with authority to demand, such official 
information as he considered wanting on the sub- 
ject; but he ‘would tell the Senate, on information 


'| ‘as authentic, in his opinion, as if it had been of- 
‘| ficial, that there was not a township now vacant 


in any of those sections that was not of a mount- 
ainous and sterile nature—in fact, the worst de- 
scription, and wholly valueless. If, as he said 
before, the Senate was inclined to the policy of 
ceding to the Territory of Wisconsin, let it be 
done openly and above board; but if not, and that 
these improvements are to be made, let another 
course be adopted—let a proper scheme be de- 
vised, an appropriation made, and the work be 
effected; but let not this canal be cut at the ex- 
pense of the United States, nominally for the 
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Sea aaeSooooosrold 
sablic good, but really for the benefit of land 
pmcalators and jebbers. 

Mr. TALLMADGE did not wish to prolong 
the discussion on this subject. 
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r than he could himself, And yet this was 
octrine which he had laid down in relation 


Seal "Geeta Spwion tan cenmnaghant | coerer 
work. He trusted his friend from North Caro- || the 


| lina would withdraw his motion for indefinite || to the exports and imports of this country; and 
If the alternate || 


sections reserved to the United States were to | 


ostponement, till the Senator from New York || against this great truth, war had been waged by 
fMr. Tatimapce] should have an opportunity of || the manufacturers of this country and their friends 


have any increased value, it was to be by means || obtaining the necessary information in relation to || ever since this protective tariff system commenced. 


of the proposed improvements. If the other sec- | 


tions were not improved, the increased value | 


would not accrue to the General Government. 
js to the allusion of the gentleman, (Mr. Hay- 


oops] that this was a‘ smothered cession,” for | 


the special benefit of landholders in the Territo- 

if the 
oF ith these things he would have found that 
this clause had obtained in every instance on le- 
gaalive record. It was so in every instance he | 
\ 


ss in questions like this. It was a universal 

rovision kept in view in the wording of this 
bill in 8 dase with the language adopted in | 
all cases of a similar description. He had noth- 
ing more to say on this subject, only to express 
the hope that the gentleman’s motion for indef- 
jnite postponement would not prevail. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE was understood to read 
from a report from the War Department, upon 
the subject of this improvement, showing that 
the lands in that section of country were still in 
the control of the Government. 

Mr. WOODBURY said, the fact could be as- 
certained whether these lands were entered by 
application to the land office. If a large portion 
of the lands were entered, certainly one of the 
advantages would not be obtained—that to the 
Government; therefore it was better for all con- 
cerned that final action should be delayed upon 
the bill until they could ascertain toa certainty 
the condition in which the lands were. 

Mr. HAYWOOD said that all he could do was 
to protest against the Senute acting upon private 
information. He had offered the information 
which he had obtained with a view of calling at- 
tention to the subject. It was not official. He 
had not offered it as such; but he had it from 
good anthority, that there was not a township on | 


the Wisconsin river in which some sections had | 


not been entered. He did not undertake to in- | 
vestigate the matter then; but he hoped what he 

had said was enough to put a prudent Senate on | 
its guard. While up, he hoped he would be | 


allowed to say a word in regard to his manner, || 


which, from the peculiar state of his health, had | 
perhaps more the appearance of excitement in it 
than was really intended. When he made use 
of the word ** smothered,’’ he did not apply it to 
the bill itself, but to the mode of legislation by 
which “smothered cessions”’ were put forth in 
the shape of grants. 

Mr. KING said he was very anxious that 
some provision should be made by which this 
work might be carried into operation; but he 
confessed that the arguments made use of by the 
friends of the bill were very much weakened by 
the arguments of the Senator from North Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Haywoop.] The Senator was correct 
in regard to the work. That was not the most 
important consideration. If all the lands which 
itwas proposed the canal should run through 
were already sold, or the greater part of them en- 
tered, there was nothing to operate upon. It had 
been reiterated in the Senate that the alternate 
sections of land which the bill proposed to set 
apart for the use of the Government would bring 
more money into the Treasury than the whole 
would if no improvements were made. Now, 
he would like to know whether most of these 
lands had not actually been disposed of? If so, 
how could the Government derive advantage by 
any reservation? If it was to be at the expense 
of the work, it would be much better that so 
much land should be set apart for these improve- 
ments. The best policy would be to make a grant 
at once. 

Heewould, therefore, suggest to the gentlemen 
who were in favor of passing the bill, that, in 
order to understand precisely what they were 
doing, it should be suffered to lie over, in order 
that they might obtain information from the Land 
Office as to the quantity of lands sold or remain- 
ing unsold, on the whole range through which 
the canal is to run, and the rivers to be improved. 

€ was unwilling to vote on the proposition of 
the honorable Senator from North Carolina, {Mr. 
Harwoop,] being in favor of some action which 


entleman had been a little more famil- | 


|| the Senate. 


| the sale of these lands. ; || When they could not meet the great truth of this 
Mr. HAYWOOD withdrew his motion; and, || principle face to face, they attempted to sneer it 


on motion of Mr. KING, the further considera- |; down by calling it a ‘*theory.’’ To prove it a 
tion of the bill was postponed till to-morrow. _|/ ‘theory’ in the sense with which they wished to 
rib COMPROMISE ACT. || stigmatize it, they showed their ability for home 


|| manufacture, by manufacturing facts to suit their 
Mr. McDUFFIE addressed the Senate during || purpose. No people on the face of the earth could 


two hours and a half in reply to Mr. Evans’s | compete with them in that species of manufac- 
remarks Of Monday and Tuesday last. He stated || ture; they wanted no protection for it, for the 


| that in addressing the Senate a second time on || could out-manufacture all the world in the fabri- 
ad ever read of, and had been known to Con- | 


this great question, he could give the most sin- || cation of *‘facts,’’ in support of their system of 
ceré assurance that no consideration but that of | enriching their own pockets, by draining the 
its acknowledged magnitude, and the deep inter- | pockets of the rest of the community. 

est which a large portion of the people of the | The nexttopicto which Mr. McD. alluded was 
United States felt in it, together with his own || the doctrine of the Senator from Maine, of doing 
profound sense of the responsibility of the station || away with poverty by refusing to lighten the bur- 
which he now occupied, and the duty which he || dens of the people, by taking off taxation. The 
owed to his constituents, could have induced him | Senator seemed to think that Congress was en- 
to trespass thus far on the time and patience of || dowed with some magic power of legislation, and 
He regretted the necessity imposed | that they could pass an act setting forth ‘* Be it 
upon him, for many considerations; among which enacted, &c., that from and after the Ist of July 
| he admitted was the embarrassing one inallusion | next, all poverty shall cease in the United States;’’ 
| to which the Senator from Maine had laid down and that forthwith indigence would vanish, and 
| the maxim that truth is eternal; that the same | affluence take its piace. What could Congress 
| truths are involved in this question now that were | give, that it had not? Could the General Govern- 
|| twenty years ago; and that it was impossible for ment, acknowledged to be as poor as a church 
| any human mind, however gifted, to presentnew | mouse, bestow on the poor wealth it had not to 
'| arguments, where the arguments which preceded || give? Would mere words do it? But the Gen- 
|| had been exhibited in such a variety of forms. || eral Government could do much to relieve those 
|| He felt the embarrassment growing out of this | it has impoverished by its mischievous and ini- 
|| state of things; for he could, with the utmost || quitous legislation; it could recall its oppressive 
|| sincerity, say that if there were any one thing | and unjust enactments, by which one portion of 
'| more disagreeable to him than another, it was, || the people, and that vastly the largest, was made 
| in addition to the repetition of his own ideas, | tributary to another. Itcould unshackle industry 
| to be obliged to repeat the ideas of another per- || that it had bound and prostrated; it could set that 
json. And he knew that he could say nothing _ industry free, and give all an equal chance to use 
| now that he had not repeatedly said ten years | to the best advantage the means and advantages 





|| ago, in the other branch of legislation, as wellas | that nature, soil, and climate gave them. All this 


/out of it. He was, therefore, conscious that it could do by restoring the fruition of natural 
whatever he might say, would revolve on the | rights to those it had wantonly and oppressiveiy 
| Senate like a twice-told tale, vexing the ear of a || debarred from enjoyingit. T arpoandihe spoke 
|drowsy man. He would, however, endeavor to | of the farmers of the southwest and planters of 
address the Senate with as much brevity as was || the south—did not want — protection. They 
| consistent with the great interests involved in this | only claimed impartial legislation, and to be left 
question. free to take the fruits of their toil and industry to 
Mr. McD. then proceeded to review the re- || the best market, to buy what they wanted in ex- 
marks of the Senator from Maine in the order in || change at the cheapest market. 
which they were presented. He regretted that |, In alluding to the quotation made by the Sen- 
when that Senator had laid down for his rule of | ator from Maine from the statistics of England, 
argument the inductive process of reasoning by || showing that of $260,000,000 of manufactures in 
which Lord Bacon superseded the syllogistic sys- | England, she consumed $120,000,000 herself, and 
tem of the ancient philosophers, he did not adhere | of the part exported only sent $10,000,000 to this 
more closely to it in the progress of his remarks. || country, Mr. McD. admitted that this one twen- 
Had the Senator studied more attentively the in- || ty-sixth would have no greater effect on prices in 
| ductive system, he would have found thatits aims || England than that of a twenty-sixth portion; but 
and object were to collect from all ages and all | he contended that the opening of a free exchange 
|| climates such an amount of facts as would efiable || of the raw cotton of this country for the manu- 
| the true philosopher to lay down laws of eternal || factured cotton of England would greatly extend 
| truth with regard to things within the compass || the capacity of England to supply the world more 
| of human knowledge, as immutable as those by | largely with her manufactures, and that thereby 
which the great universe was governed by the | her market for our cotton would become more 
| great fountain of truth and justice. Lord Bacon || extensive—exports larger. 
| had laid the foundation of that system of political | He pointed out the absurdity of the principle 
|| economy which, some hundred and fifty years | assumed as a fundamental principle by the man- 
| after his time, was matured and given to the world || ufacturers that, in raising a duty, the foreign man- 
by a very celebrated Scotch philosopher, Adam | ufacture is made to bear part ofthe burden. Carry 
| Smith. The great principles of political economy, || out the principle, and what would it lead to, but 
_ established by the latter, had, for the last fifty or || that it would be best to sv contrive our taxation 
sixty years, undergone the most rigid examina- || as to make foreign nations pay it all ?—put all the 
tion of philosophers and statesmen, and yet re- | burden of our taxation on the people of other coun- 
| mained unchanged and unchangeable. It was || tries? Suppose it is attempted; will not these 
| upon these principles that he had rested his as- other nations retaliate, by putting the burden of 
|| sertions, (so slightingly alluded to as ‘‘theories”’ || their taxes on us? Then, we refuse to pay their 
| by the Senator from Maine,) that what you add in || taxes, and forthwith they refuse to pay ours; 
'| duty to an imported article enhances its price; || there is an end to all interchange of commodities 
|| and that it is no more the interest of anationthan || till both agree to pay their own taxes themselves. 
| of an individual to make for itself everything it | If a system of this kind were at all practicable, 
| consumes, to the exclusion of all exchanges with | it would break down any Government in twenty 
other nations; referring to Adam Smith’s illustra- || years that should depend on it; the corruptions 
| tion of every man being his own laborer, me- || growing out of it would, in themselves, break it 
‘| chanic, artisan, &c.; the result of which would | down,as did those of the Romanempire, when she 
|| be that he must become “ Jack of all trades, and | was sunk by the treasures of which she despoiled 
|| good at none.’’ The doctrine laid down by Adam |) the nations around her. 
|| Smith for nations was drawn from that which | The Senator from Maine had asked who were 











|| was best for individuals; and that was, forevery | to become consumers of forty millions of foreign 
| man to sell all that he could make or produce, | goods brought into this market under low duties? 

e seemed to ask the question as if there were 
no consumers in this country but manufacturers. 





| better or cheaper than others; and buy of others | 
| all he wanted, which they could make better and 
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The answer to his question was aon plain: re- 
lieve the mass of the people from the burdens 
imposed on them to support a favored class, and 
leave them free to enjoy all the advantages of soil, 
productivencss, and climate which they possess, 
and they will become the consumers. 

Mr. McD. next took in hand the argument of 
the Senator from Maine, that the result of the act 
of 1842 was a diminution of prices. Mr. McD. 
insisted that prices had risen and been rising; but 
he was interrupted by 

Mr. EVANS, who said he meant that the first 


| either export or import $15,000,000, and could 
| hardly realize $3,000,000 of revenue. In ten years 
_ there would be such a difference that a person 


| Orleans, and more flourishing than in their ori- 
ginal, uncongenial climates. But in New England 


absent so long returning, would be struck with | 
the change in the condition of these sections of | 
country. The West he would see grown up into 
a great and flourishing empire; the South the seat | 
of commerce and the arts; the great cities of Bos- | 
ton and New York rebuilt in Charleston and New || 


he would find the prosperity, comforts, wealth, | 











__Sanuary 99, 


TS 
tion of executive business; and after a short ti 


| spent therein, the doors were reopened, 
|| Senate adjourned. _—s 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs. 
Mownpary, January 29, 1844. 
The Journal having been read, 
Mr. DANA asked leave to presenta memor, 


_ on the subject of the reduction of postage, 
|| The SPEAKER remarked that this day wa 


effects of the act were to diminish prices; but, 
when its full operation revived the prosperity of 
the country, the improved condition of the con- 
sumers would have the tendency toenhance prices. 

Mr. McDUFFIE proceeded with his argument; 
in the course of which he attributed the rise in 
the price of cotton in England, not to the effects 
of the tariff law of this country, but to the fact 
that it had been ascertained there would be a great 
falling off in the cotton crop here; that, instead of 
twenty-four million, it would hardly reach eigh- 
teen million; he believed himself not sixteen mil- 
lion. This was what had advanced the price of 
cotton in Engiand. 

This tariff law, it was well known, was con- 





















they carried it through the committees was well 
codamand Each sent in his scrap of paper, not 
asking for a uniform duty, but for a discriminat- 
ing duty here, and a protective duty there, and a 
minimum duty elsewhere. The moment they had 
arranged all this, they abandoned the Halls of 
Congress, and rushed to reap the harvest of their | 
speculations. 
some more, some less, And, as to the profits of | 
manufacturers, he imagined they were enormous 
enough—enormous when compared with the in- 
tereston capital in the South and South west; which 
he believed did not exceed five per cent.; at least | 
he knew that was more than was realized by the 


















reat fertility of soil or other advantages. 

e had the best of information that the manufac- | 
turers of Massachusetts were dividing twenty per 
cent., and in some instances laying by a surplus 
fund besides. This was the result of partial legis- 
lation. 

After having gone through the principal topics 
of the speech of the Senator from Maine, and 
answered them individually, Mr. McD. proceeded | 

















ings and principles of that Senator’s remarks. 
He dwelt on the capabilities of England for be- 
coming the manufacturer for the world, growing 
out of her dense population, cheapness of labor, 
abundance of money to be employed at low inter- 
est, &c. He showed that, with China and India 
now open to her, she could consume all the cotton 
this Union might produce, if she could exchange | 
her manufactures for the raw material, The de- 
mand throughout the world would increase for 
her manufactures, and that would create a corre- | 
sponding demand for our cotton. 
He adverted to the decline of commerce, and | 
traced its causes to the tariff system. He showed 
that, at one of the earliest conventions of this 
Government at Annapolis, there was the greatest 
solicitude evinced for preserving and encouraging 
our foreign commerce, which showed that such || 
was the design of the framers of the Constitution. 
He showed that, if this Union were divided into 
three confederations—the north and northeast as 
one, the southwest as another, and the southern 
States as another—the manufacturing States could 
not adhere to the protective system one year. 
They would have no revenue, and would be driven 
to direct taxation; whereas the southern confed- 
eration would become the importing States, re- 
ceiving in exchange foreign manufactures for their 
rice, cotton, tobacco, and sugar; that the south- 
western confederation would be exchangers with 
the southern confederation of their products for 
the products of Europe; for they never would be | 
so foolish as to buy of the New England confed- 
eration its manufactures at forty per cent. higher 
in price than need be paid for the same goods in 
the southern confederation. The South would 
very soon export $100,000,000, and receive back | 
$120,000,000 in imports, on which a duty of ten | 
per cent. would yield $12,000,000 of revenue for 
the government of the confederation. The north- 
ern coniederation would not, at the same time, || 
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cocted by speculators; and the manner in which || 


Some made their $100,000 each— || 


planters of South Carolina, unless in instances of || 


But || 


to take a more enlarged view of the general bear- | 


&c., resulting from partial Jegislation all gone: 
houses falling to ruin, cities deserted, furniture 
selling by auction, and all the indications of indi- 
gence prevailing. On asking how came all this, 
he could be answered: not by any act of injustice 
| or oppression, but by repealing unjust or oppres- 
sive laws; by letting industry seek its own level, | 
and pursue its own advantages in its own way, | 
without dependence on bounties or Government | 


for its support. 


After a series of striking and eloquent illustra- | 
tions of this nature, (here briefly and imperfectly 
sketched,) Mr. McD. concluded by admonishing | 
the friends of the protective system that there | 
was a point beyond which oppression would not 
be endured, even by the most enslaved commu- 


nity in the world. 
Mr. EVANS said he was extremely wear 


views, he desired to make some reply. 


should close there. 


tinetly heard. 


Mr. McDUFFIE said that there were several | 
| Senators who wished to discuss the subject; and 
if the Senator was not then prepared to go on, 


some other Senator would. 


Mr. EVANS supposed the understanding of 
the Senate was, that the discussion of the merits | 
of the question should terminate with the speech 
of the Senator from South Carolina; when the |; 

| vote would be taken on the preliminary question. | 
If there were any Senators who wished to dis- 
cuss the preliminary qaestion—the jurisdiction | 
of the Senate over revenue bills—they could do so. | 
Mr. MERRICK said that it was not a proper 


time then for any gentleman to commence a 
speech. He hoped the subject would, therefore, 
be passed over informally, and that the Senate 


| would proceed to the consideration of executive 


business. 
Mr. ARCHER said he was desirous, himself, 


| togo into executive session, but it was suggested 
| on all sides that it was too late to do so then; he 


therefore moved that the Senate adjourn. 
Mr. MERRICK said there were several mes- 


sages to be referred in executive session, which | 
| would take but a few minutes. 


Mr. McDUFFIE said there were several Sen- 
ators around him who were desirous to know if 
the debate was to be reopened on the merits of 
the question? 


Mr. ARCHER said he would certainly renew 
his motion, which he intercepted the other day 


to enable the honorable Senator from South Car- | 
olina [Mr. McDurrie] to reply to the Senator | 
| from Maine. 
| this discussion—which 
proper, and irregular, because out of time—should 


He was pomeneee resolved that 


e deemed to be idle, im- 


not go on, without an attempt to stop it. It was 


not in their constitutional competency to entertain | 


the subject which was debated. He should, there- 


fore, after the Senator from Maine had concluded | 


his remarks, certainly renew his motion. 

Mr. HAYWOOD moved that the resolutions 
of the Committee on Finance, for the indefinite 
postponement of Mr. McDurrie’s bill, be laid on 
the table. 


The question was put, and decided in the neg- | 


ative, 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, the subject was 
postponed unul to-morrow. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The Senate then proceeded to the considera- 


of | 
the subject; but as the Senator from South Car- 
olina had not entirely comprehended a portion of 
_ his remarks, and had also opened one or two new 
He felt | 

unwilling, from the manner ia which the Senator | 
| had presented the subject, that the discussion | 
He proposed to occupy the 

time of the Senate a little longer; and if it was 

agreeable to Senators, would move to postpone || 
| the subject till to-morrow. 
Mr. HAYWOOD made some remarks not dis- || 


assigned by the rules for calling on the States for 
resolutions. 


Mr. LEVY submitted the following; whieh 
was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval A ffuirs 
into the propriety of making the usual provision for 
lief of the surviving representatives of the officers a 
lost in the United States schooner Sea Gull. 


Mr. HUNT, of Michigan, submitted the 4). 
lowing; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructeg 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting an Appropriation 
|| for the erection of a light-house at the mouth of the Clintog 

| river, on Lake St. Clair, in the State of Michigan, 


Mr. McCLELLAND submitted the folloy. 
ing; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting ap 
appropriation for removing the bar and obstructions at the 
mouth of the Clinton river, on Lake St. Clair, in the Stay 
| of Michigan. 


Mr. DELLET submitted the following: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Pog, 
Roads inquire if any person or persons have, in opposition 
to the Jaws of the United States, established offices, ayq 
provided conveyances for transporting letters, papers, ang 
other mail matter, in violation of the regulations adopted 
by Congress from time to time for the government ot the 
post offices of the United States; and report to this House 
the result of their inquiry. 


Mr. RELFE submitted the following; which 
was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency ot estab- 
| lishing a post route from New Madrid, in Missouri, to 
'| Oseola, in the county of Mississippi, in Arkansas. 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, offered the follow- 
ing: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making provisions’ 
for an examination of the harbors of Alton, Chester, and 
Cairo, in the State of Illinois, and St. Louis, in the State of 
Missouri, in connection with the harbor of Memphis, in the 
State of Tennessee, and such other points as they may deem 
expedient, with a view to ascertain the most eligible site for 
establishing a naval depot and yard for the building and re- 
pairing steamships, and other vessels of war. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
marine hospital at the junction of the Mississippi and Onio 
rivers. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to in- 
form this House the reasons why the biennial register has 
not been delivered in conformity to law, and when the de- 
livery thereof may be expected. 


Mr. FICKLIN offered the following; which 
was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to this House 
the amount of money expended in each of the States of 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, and [li- 
nois, tur the construction of the Cumberland road ; and the 
estimated amount necessary to complete said road to the 
city of Jefferson, in the State of Missouri; and also, that 
he report the amount of the two per cent. tund which has 
accrned in each of the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and 
Missouri, upon the sales of public lands within their respec- 
tive limits; and also, that the Secretary of War give bis 
opinion as to the importance of said road to this couutry, 8 
a military post road. 


Mr. HARDIN submitted the following joint 
resolution; which was read: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Siates of America in Congress assembled, That 
there is hereby appropriated the sum of $50,000, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy, 
for the purchase of water rotted hemp for the use of the 
Navy of the United States, of which sum $30,000 shail be 
expended for hemp grown in the State of Kentucky, and 
the remainder for hemp grown in the States of Missouri 
and Illinois, and the Territory of Lowa. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved to _— 
the resolution by inserting the State of Indiana; 
but the resolution being objected to, lies over for 
| one day. 

Mr. KENNEDY offered the following; which 
|| was agreed to: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Retrenchment be in- 


structed to inquire and report the printing done for each of 
| the two Hobses of Congress, separately, each year since whe 
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imes 
ae, ifany, made in euch prices by the laws or resolu- | 


: | 
tions pass d after contracts for doing the work were en- 1] 


into : . ount of the differences, if any, | 

wane eee eesieee srtuaily received by chose who did the i 
te and the prices fixed by the laws or resolutions under || 
vai b they contracted to do it; and whether there have || 
— any violations of their contracts or any imposition 
oe aenl by any of the persons who contracted to do the 
sath in the execution of, or in their charges for the work; 
and if so, When, by whom, in what particular, and to what 
amount. a 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, offered a joint res- 
olution to fix the adjournment of the present ses- 
sion of Congress on Monday, the 20th day of 
May next. 
It was read twice. 

Mr. CRANSTON moved to trike out ‘* 20th,” | 
and insert ** Ist;’’ which was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER put the question on the reso- | 
lution as amen ed. | 

Mr. McDOWELL suggested another amend- 
ment, by adding the words ‘‘ provided the public 
business will permit.”” 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut, thought the 
resolution was premature. \| 

The SPEAKER said it was not debatable. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, then, would move to lay it || 
on the table, 

Mr. RHETT inquired if it would not go over || 
asa matter of course, under the rule, if it were || 
objected to; and being answered in the affirma- | 
tive, he objected. 

Mr. HENLEY moved a suspension of the || 
rules, so that the resolution could be acted upon 
10W. i 
Mr. HOPKINS suggested to the gentleman 


| 
| 
| 
| 


from Indiana, that the same vote would take the || 
resolution from the table, that would be required | 
to suspend the rules. 


The motion to suspend was, however, persisted || 
in, and the yeas and nays were called for and 
ordered, and they resulted—yeas 115, nays 59; 
so the rules were not suspended, two thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. | 

On motion of Mr. T. SMITH, certain 
were taken from the files of the House. 


Mr. THOMPSON, by leave, introduced the | 
following resolution; which was agreed to: 


Resolred, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required | 
to report to this House what amount the district attorneys, 
clerks of the district and circuit courts, and marshals of the 
several districts of the United States have returned to the 
Treasury Department since March, 1841, as having been 
received by them respectively for fees and emoluments | 
each year; What amount each has retained for compensa- 
tion to deputies, and what amount for office and other ex- | 
penses, and What amount for themselves, each year; also, | 
at what time each annual return is required to be made by | 
these several officers. * 


On motion of Mr. C. B. SMITH, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing, by | 
law, that all persons who enlisted in the United States || 
Any between the year 1818 and the commencement of || 
the late war with Great Britain, and served for a period of 
five years, and received a regular discharge, shall receive 
aquantity of bounty land equal to that given to thosé who 


papers | 


} 
| 
1 
j 
| 
| 


enlisted during the war, and served for a period of three || 


years. 


On motion of Mr. SAMPLE, it was 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required | 


__ SHE 


the work was contracted to be done; the i} Crawfordsville, to Lafayette, fndiana, and to report by bill 


or otherwise. 


Mr. McDOWELL moved the following reso- 
lution; which was read; and debate arising there- 
on, it was laid over, under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to report to this House a bill providing 
pensions for the surviving [ndian-fighters who were en- 
gaged in the Indian war in the West from the year 1783 to 
the treaty of Greenville, in the vear 1795; and that the 
same conform, in its principles and provisions, with those 
set forth in the bill reported to this House by the Hon. Mr. 
WE LreR, of Ohio, some time since, and referred by them 
to said committee. 


On motion of Mr. POTTER, of Ohio, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of appropriating the 
refuse and unsold Congress lands in the State of Ohio, not 
embraced in the alternate canal sections granted to the State 
of Ohio for the purpose of draining and otherwise improv- 
ing said lands. 


Mr. BLACKWELL offered the following ; 


| which was read: 


Resolved, That, from and after the first Monday in Feb- 


| ruary neXt, this House, when it adjourns, will adjourn to 


meet at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, moved to strike out 
eleven, a. m., and insert three, p. m.; which 


| arnendment giving rise to debate, the resolution 


was laid over. 
On motion of Mr. ASHE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a ma- 
rine hospital at the city of Memphis, in the State of Ten- 
nessee. 


On motion of Mr. SENTER, by leave, it was 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


| quested to furnish this House a copy of the report of Major 


General Gaines to the Secretary of War, dated October 10, 
1843, together with a copy of the letter of the Second Comp- 


|| troller to Captain J. B. Grayson, United States Army, dated 


April 7, 1843; the latter being necessary to an explanation 
of the former. 


On motion of Mr. A. JOHNSON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be, and they are hereby, instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a mail route from Rogers- 
ville, in Hawkins county, to Russelville, in Jefferson coun- 
ty, Tennessee ; and that they have leave to report by bill 
or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. CULLOM, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing, bya 
general law, for placing all such persons on the pension roll 
as, in their opinion, are entitled to relief, so as to supersede 
in future the necessity of special enactments for the benefit 
- those who have been disabled in the Army of the United 

tates. 


On motion of Mr. C. JOHNSON, by leave, it 
was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
info-m this House of the quantity of old iron, copper, or 


| other materials, which has been collected and sold ut the 


several navy-yards within the last twelve months ; at what 
yard ; the amount of sales; whether sold for cash or on 
credit; the names of the purchasers, and their places of 
residence ; and in what manner the proceeds have been dis- 
posed of; and by what authority, or under what law, the 
same has been done. 


Mr. TIBBATTS offered the following joint 
resolution; which lies over one day: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 


the benefit of an act entitled “ An act granting half pay and 
pensions to certain widows,” approved July 7, 1838, shall 





to lay before this House a statement, in a tabular form, | 
showing the quantity of potatoes and wheat imported into | 
this country for each year separately, from the year —— to | 
1843, both inclusive; and from what countries they have | 


been imported, and the amount from each country; and | 


also to what duties they were respectively subject for each | 
year, | 


On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- || 


structed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of re- 
arranging the district and circuit courts of the United States 
ui the State of Virginia. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
establishing a post route from Moorsville, in Morgan county, 
Indiana, by the way of Wadesville, in Owen county; thence 
to Mill Green; thence to upper falls of Eel river ; thence to 
Samuel Kaufman’s; and thence to Dyer post office, in 
Clay county; and that they also inquire into the expedi- | 
eney of establishing a post route from Mount Pleasant, in | 

artin county, by way of Harrissville, in said county, to 

‘dford, Lawrence county, Indiana. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana, submitted the fol- 


lowing resolution; which was considered and | 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expedievey of | 
establishing a daily line uf four-horse post mail stages {tom | 
Louisville, Keutucky, by the way of Salem, Bloomington, | 

» Putnamville , Greencastle, Parkersburg, and 


not be withheld from any widow whose husband has died 
since the passage of said act, or who shall hereafter die, if 
said widow shall otherwise be entitled to the same. 


On motion of Mr. GRIDER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 


| 
' 
! 
| inquire into the propriety of paying to Samuel Perry the 
i| 


amuunt deducted from a freight bill, under a contract with 
McClure & Co., for transportation of Indian stores, and an 
| additional amount claimed for detention, and the expenses 
| incurred thereby. 


Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, asked the Clerk to 


urday last, respecting reporters, as a resolution 
now offered by him. It was, he said, a mere res- 
olution of inquiry into the expediency and prac- 
| ticability of employing a corps of reporters for 
the House, and he hoped it would be adopted. 
Mr. FRICK said it was certainly a resolution 


| thought ought not for a moment to be entertained. 
Mr. BLACK (debate being about to rise upon 
it) withdrew the resolution. 


On motion of Mr. BURT, it was . 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be requested to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Newberry court-house, in 
Newberry district, to Woodville, in Abbeville district, in the 
State of South Carolina. 


| 
| of inquiry, but of that kind of inquiry which he 
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report the resolution which he had offered on Sat- | 
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On motion of Mr. WOODWARD, it was 

Resolved, That the Joint Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of purchasing for 
the library of Congress the library of the late Hugh 8. Le 
garé. 

Mr. CAMPBELL offered the following reso- 


lution; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, (two thirds of both Houses concurring.) That 
the following amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States be proposed ; which, when ratified by three fourths 
of the Legislatures of the several States, shall be valid to all 
intents and purposes as a part of the same: 

The seventeenth paragraph of the eighth section of the 
first article of the Constitution shall read as follows : 

To exercise exclusive legisiation in allcases whatsoever 
over the buildings and grounds owned by the United States 
within the District of Columbia ; and to exercise like au- 
thority over all places purchased by the consent of the Le- 
gislature of the State in which the same may be, for the 
erecting of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock- yards, and other 
need(ul buildings ; and shall, by law, retrocede to the States 
of Maryland and Virginia severally all rights of legislation 
over other parts of the said District heretofore ceded by them 
respectively to Congress,whenever the Legislatures of those 
States shall have signified a willingness to accept the same. 


Mr. McKAY offered the following resolution: 


Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
from the price of all printing hereafter to be done by order 
of either House of Congress, and now directed to be paid 
for at the prices established by the joint resolution of 3d 
March, 1819, there shall be deducted tifteen per centuin 
from said established prices: Provided, That the printing 
executed for the House of Representatives since the com- 
mencement of the present session shall be paid for at the 
Le fixed®y resolution of said House, adopted on the 7th 
ultimo. 


After some conversation between Messrs. 
CAMPBELL, McKAY, and HOPKINS, the 
previous question was seconded, and the main 
question ordered. 

Mr. SEYMOUR called for the yeas and nays 
on the main question, which were ordered; and 
the roll being called, the result was—yeas 131, 
nays 27; as follows: 


NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Benton, Bidlack, 
James Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, 
Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Aaron V. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Cary, 
Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chap- 
pell, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, 
Richard R. Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, DeHlet, Dickey, 

| Dickinson, Dillingham, Douglas, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dun- 
lap, Ellis, Farlee, Foster, French, Frick, Gilmer, Willis 
Green, Byram Green, Grider, Hale, Hamlin, Haralson, 
| Hays, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 
Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, An- 
drew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Pres- 
| ton King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lump- 
kin, McCauslen, Maclay, McClelland. McConnell, McKay, 
Mathews, Joseph Morris, Murphy, Norris, Owen, Parmen- 
ter, Payne, Peyton, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, 
David S. Reid, Reife, Rhett, Ritter, Regers, Russell, St. 
John, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, Da- 
vid L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, John ‘T. Smith, 
| Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Steearod, 
| Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Strong, Taylor, ‘Thomasson, 
| ‘Tibbatts, Tilden, Vanmeter, Wheaton, White, Williams, 
| Wilkins, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—131. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Belser, Buffington, Chitton Col- 
lamer, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Fish, Florenee, 
Giddings, Grinnell, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. 
| Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. 
Morris, Moseley, Nes, Newton, Albert Smith, Stephens, 
Summers, Vance, and Winthrop—27. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. FRICK then moved for a reconsideration 


of the vote just taken, but the motion was reject- 
ed. 


Mr. STEENROD offered the following; which 
was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire and to report to this House— 

1. What retrenchment, if any, bas been made in the ex- 
penditures of the Government since the 4th day of March, 
1841; and, if any, in what such retrenchments consisted, 
to what amount itextended, in what Department or branch 
of the public service, and when and by whatlaw or resolu- 
tions it was made. 

2. What was the difference between the income and the 
expenditures of the Government for the fiscal year imme- 
diately. preceding the 4th day of March, 1841, and what has 
been such difference for each of the fiscal years since that 
time. 

3. What were the appropriations for the ordinary ser- 
vices of the Government annually for the two years imme- 
diately preceding the 4th day of March, 1841, and annually 
for the two years since the 4th day of March, 1841. 

4. To what amount the taxes upon the people hiave been 
increased in the form of increased tariff duties, imposed by 

|| laws passed since the 4th day of March, 1841, giving the 
result of the comparison between the laws in force on that 

| day, with those since passed, in detail, aud in the aggregate, 
in tabular form. 

5. What was the exact amount of the national debt on 
| the 4th day of March, 1841; and in what the debt cousisied ; 
alse, the exact amount of the debt at this time, and in what 
|} it consists. 
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Mr. TAYLOR offered 
was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of | 


establishing a mail route from Luney’s creek, inthe county 
of Hardy, in the State of Virginia, Crab Bottom, in the 
county of Pendleton, in the same State ; and that they re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. HUBARD offered the following; which 
was agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Judiciary Committee be instructed 
to inquire and report to this House, as far as practicable, 
the number of persuns who applied for the benefit of the 
jate bankrupt law; the number who were discharged from 
the payment of their debts under that law; the number to 
whom such discharge was refused by the courts ; the num- 


ber of applicants sull pending; the aggregate number of || 


the creditors given in by the applicants; the aggregate 
amount of debts given in by them; the aggregate amount 
of property surrendered ; the aggregate per centum paid on 
the aggregate debts given in out of the aggregate property 
surrendered; and the aggregate costs of the judicial pro- 
ceedings had underthe law. The whole of the above facts 


to be arranged in tabular form by States and Territories | 


respectively. 


Mr, ATKINSON offered the following; which 
was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to | 


inform this House what number of marines and watchmen 
are now employed at the respective navy-yards ; whether 
the watchmen are marines or citizens; the amount paid 
to the watchmen ; if citizens, by what authority they are 
appointed, and by whom, and out of whatappropriation are 
they paid. Also, a comparative statement, showing the 
difference between the pay of the watchmen now employed 
and of marines; whether there has been property stolen 
from the navy-yards in consequence, probably, of the want 


of sufficient guards stationed within the said yards, and || 


what arms, if any, the watchmen carry to protect the pub- 
lie property; what would be the probable cost of transpor- 
tation of marines from one yar! to another to form guards 
for sea going vessels; and what amount of money, if any, 
can be saved by having sufficient guards at the respective 
navy-yards to meet such emergencies; and also, whether 
it would not be cheaper, safer, and more expedient to em- 
ploy marines as guards at the respective navy-yards, than 
citizens as watchmen. 


Mr. CHILTON offered the following; which 
was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the petition and accompanying papers of 


William Newton, for an increase of pension, which were 
before tire last Congress, be taken from the files of the 


Clerk’s office of this House, and referred to the Committee | 


on Invalid Pensions. 


Mr. SUMMERS submitted the following: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads be instructed to inquire intothe expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Charleton, Kanawha county, Vir- 
ginia, by way of the upper falls of Coal river and the falls 
of Guyandotte river, te Wayne Court House, in the Com- 
monwealth aforesaid. 


Mr. FOSTER submitted the following; which 
was agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to Henry 
Newingham scrip for the bounty land to which William 


Marshall, a soldier of the Revolution, was entitied in his | 


life-time ; and that his papers, now on the files of this 
House, be referred to that committee. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved a reconsider- 


ation of the vote by which the House refused to || 


suspend the rules to admit the resolution of the 
entleman from Indiana, [Mr. Brown,] fixing the 
ay of adjournment of Congress; and on this he 
called for the yeas and nays. 


Mr. HAMLIN moved to lay that motion on | 


the table. 


Mr. DAVIS called for the yeas and nays on | 


that motion. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


The SPEAKER then put the question on the | 
motion to lay on the table; and, as adivision was | 


called for, he counted the House, and reported 


less than a 
fr.C.J.1IN 
House. 

The motion was negatived. 

The question was again taken on laying the 
motion of reconsideration on the table; on which 
85 voted in the affirmative, and 22 in the negative; 
being still less than a quorum. 

Mr. GILMER moved a call of the House. 

Mr. HOPKINS called for the yeas and nays 
thereon, as they would show who was present, 
and who was absent. 

Mr. FRICK moved an adjournment, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered; and being taken, 
resulted—yeas 10, nays 157; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Cross, Richard D. Davis, Dellet, Frick, 


Maciay, Marsh, Norris, Emery D. Potter, Stephens, and 
Vance—10. 


NAYS—Mess.u, Adams, Ashe, Atkinsan, Baker, Bazrin- 


in uorum. 


77 in the affirmative, and 15 in the negative; be- | 


ERSOLL moved a call of the | 
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the following; which | gr Barnard, Beardsley, Belser, Benton, Bidlack, Edward 


lack, James Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 


Burke, Caldwell, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, 
Augustus A. Chapman, Chilton, Coles, Collamer, Cran- 
|, ston, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Garret Davis, John W. Davis, 
Dean, Deberry, Dickey, Dickinson, Dillingham, Dromgoole, 


i} 


Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Farlee, Ficklin, Fish, Florence, || 


Foot, Foster, French, Giddings, Gilmer, Willis Green, By- 


ram Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hale, Hamlin, Hardin, Har- | 
| per, Hays, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hub- | 


bell, Hudson, Hughes, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, 
James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Irvin, Jameson, Jenks, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, 


Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston King, Daniel | 


P. King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lump- 


kin, Lyon, MeCauslin, McClelland, MeConnell, McDow- | 
Mathews, Edward J. Morris, Jo- 
rphy, Nes, Newton, Owen, Par- || 


ell, McIlvaine, McKay, 
seph Morris, Morse Ma 
menter, Patterson, Payne, Peyton, Purdy, Rathbun, Ray- 
ner, Charles M. Reed, David 8. Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Robin - 
son, Rogers, Russell, St. John, Sample, Schenck, Senter, 
Severance, David L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, 
Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert 
Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Summers, 


Sykes, Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, | 
1) Tyler, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Williams, | 


| Wilkins, Winthrop, Wise, and Yost— 157, 

|| The motion to adjourn was negatived; and a 
| motion for a call of the House was withdrawn. 
'| The motion to lay upon the table was then car- 
| ried. 

| On motion of Mr. RAMSEY, it was 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House have published 
in pampliet form for the use of the House, five thousand 


|| copies of the pension laws, now in force, with the forins of | 


1} application, &c. 
On motion of Mr. BUFFINGTON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Alleghany 


| 
| 





nia, to Olean, in the State of New York. 
_Mr. PRATT submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five members be 
appointed to inquire into the expediency of establishing, in 
connection with the Treasury Department, a bureau of sta- 
tistics of commerce. 

Mr. P. said that the purpose he had in view 
was the establishment of a bureau in connection 


country; that is, gather all the information of that 
character, as connected with the agriculture, com- 
merce, and manufactures of the country, and to 
reduce the same to convenient tabular form, so 


reference. The statistics thus embodied would 
be invaluable, not only to facilitate legislation, 
but to secure enlightened and correct legislation. 


the result of labor in this country, of every kind, 
in an official and authentic form, but that the 
|| people themselves should have it; for while it 
would assist the former in legislating correctly, 
it might direct the latter in the application of their 
labor. The plan he proposed was not one to in- 
crease expense, but to economize expenditure; 
whilst it was intended to lessen the enormous 
|| expense of extra clerk hire, now consequent upon 


will be money saved. The sessions of Congress 
are protracted in some measure, in consequence 
of the delay in procuring information from the 





plan, for the bureau of statistics will be prepared 
/ ata moment’s notice to lay before Congress all 
_ the information 6f a statistical nature which might 
be desirable. 


Mr. HUNT, of New York, submitted the fol- | 


lowing; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Retrenchment be di- 
rected to ascertain the lowest prices at which responsible 
printers will perform the printing of the present House by 

contract, with good and sufficient sureties ; and that the 
sujn allowed to the present Printer of the House shall not 
exceed ten per cent., in addition to the prices for which 
said printing may be obtained by contract. 


Mr. BIDLACK submitted the following ; which 
|| Was agreed to: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 


| Brown, William, J. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, | 


river, from the city of Pittsburg, in the State of Pennsyliva- | 


| with the ‘Treasury Department, whose duty it | 
should be to take charge of the statistics of the | 


systemized and simplified as to make it easy of 


It was not only important that the representatives | 
of the people should have a condensed view of | 


the frequent calls by Congresson the Departments | 
for information, which will be furnished by such | 
a bureau, it is intended to have the information | 
|| in such form as could be relied upon. 
productive of a great saving of money for extra | 
clerk hire, and great economizing of the time of 
the legislative branch of the Government—which | 


It will be | 


Departments, upon which to base legislation. | 
This evil will be corrected by the adoption of the | 


January 29, 
es ee 
structed to inquire into the expedi of 

judicial districts of Pennsylvania ‘for holding the Unies 
States courts. 


On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, it Was 
1} Sau, That the Joint eee, on the Libra, 

| instructed to inquire into the expediency of purchasj 

|| library of the Durazzo family, in Italy. Purchasing the 


On motion of Mr. GREEN, of New York, it 
was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructeg 
to inquire as to the expediency of making an APPropriatiog 


j 

| 

to improve the harbor at Pultneyville, Wayne county, New 
York. 

| 


On motion of Mr. SEYMOUR, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directeg 
to furnish this House with a statement showing the quant; 
of “coarse wool unmanufactured, the value whereof at th, 
| last port or place whence exported to the United States, j, 
|| seven cents or under per pound,” which has been impor, 

| into the United States, and paid duties since the Present 
i tariff went into operation, and for two years Previous, at 
eight cents or under, and the amount of such duties, 


On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, it was 


Resolved, That the papers in the case of Maria Ostrander 


|| Elizabeth Elsworth, and Tabitha Williams, be taken frog 
| 





the files and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

Resolved, That the papers in the case of John Elwin, be 
taken from the files and referred to the Commitee of 
Claims; and that the papers in the case of Peter W. Shon 
|| be taken from the files and reterred to the Committee oy 
|| Invalid Pensions. 


Mr. STRONG offered the following: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
| to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
|| for the preservation and improvement of the inlet to Por 
|| Jefferson bay. on Long Island. 

| Mr. MURPHY offered the following; which 


| lies over one day: 
|| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 








|; Post Roads be directed tu inquire into the expediency of 
| providing by law that the postage on letters between New 
|| York and Brooklyn, and between New York and Williams. 
\| burg, be the same as is now established for letters between 
|| the upper and lower post offices in the city of New York, 
or of making some other provisions for facilitating the trans- 
mission of Jetters between those places through the mail. 
| Mr. DANA presented the following; which 
_ lies over one day: 
i Resolved, That the Secretary «of the Navy be required to 
| Feport to this House the nuinber, rank, and names of the 
| officers of the Navy who are now on furlough, the length of 
time they have been on furlough, the length of tim? they 
have been in service, and the amount of their pay when on 
|| duty and when on furlough respectively. ; 
On motion of Mr. HUNT, of Michigan, it was 
Resolved ,That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
|| to inquire into the expediency of reporting an appropriation 
| for the erection of a light house at the mouth of Clinwa 
|| river, on Lake St. Clair, Michigan. 
| _ Mr. RATHBUN offered the following resolu- 
] tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to trans- 
mit to this House the names and rank of all officers of the 
Army of the United States absent from duty, on furlough or 
otherwise ; the term for which such furlough or leave of ab- 
sence was granted ; the amount of monthly or yearly pay 
received by each of said officers while so absent from duty, 
and also the amount of such pay while on duty; and that 
he be also required to transmit to this House the names and 
grade of all officers of the Corps of Topograpical Engineers 
who are absent on furlough, the time for which such fur- 
Jough was granted, and the amount of pay monthly or an- 
nually received by each while on duty. 

Mr. DANA moved to suspend the rules, toen- 
able the resolution which he had previously offered 
to be considered; and upon this motion the vote 
was taken by tellers, and resulted—5] in the af- 
firmative, and 47 in the negative. 

No quorum voting— ; 

Mr. DANA moved a call of the House; which 
motion, not being seconded, was withdrawn. 


Mr. ELLIS moved the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution, which he had previously offered; 
and demanded the previous question: 

Resolved, That, with the concurrence of the Senate, the 
two Houses of Congress will adjourn sine die on the first 
| Monday of May next. 

Mr. BLACK desired an opportunity to offer an 
amendment, to the following effect: 
| Provided, That, by that time, the tariff law should be 
modified or remodeled, and brought down to a revenue 
standard. 

Mr. WISE rose to make some observations; 
| but was reminded by the Speaker that debate was 
| not in order; the resolution must lie over. 





Mr. WISE said he merely proposed to tell an 
anecdote; if that was equivalent to debate, he pre- 
| sumed it would have to lie over. 


i 


| Mr. CATLIN offered the following resolution; 
'| which lies over: 
|| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
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